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Southeastern Stamp Expo 2015  

will Amaze and Delight 
 

Mark your calendar and make your travel plans now for 

Southeastern Stamp Expo 2015, the annual APS 

regional show, sponsored by the Southeast Federation 

of Stamp Clubs. The show will be January 30-February 

1 in Norcross, GA – www.sefsc.org. KPS is a member 

of SEFSC, and Bruce Roberts is exhibits chair for the 

show. The great news on that front is that there will be 

158 frames of outstanding philatelic exhibits. The 

bourse has 22 dealers, including two who are familiar 

faces at KnoxPEx – Len Curtis (Collect-Em-All) and 

Don Richter (Richter Stamp Co.). 
 

But, the great news does not end there! The USPS has 

recently announced that the first day ceremony for the 

new $2 Patriotic Waves Stamp will be held on January 

30 at the show. What a great opportunity that will be, 

and we will have a great cachet designed by Chris 

Lazaroff (CL Cachets). 
 

 
 

And, if you have not yet seen an example of the 

“Upright Jenny” souvenir sheet, there will be one on 

display – recently discovered by a collector in the 

southeast.  
 

Check with other KPS members at the January meeting 

to see about carpooling arrangements. 
 

Tom Broadhead 

President’s Column 
 

Another year has passed and we are now in 2015.  

Sometimes I am not sure whether or not this makes 

me happy (a new blank calendar) or sad (I am 

getting older and have less time to enjoy the finer 

things in life).  We had a most wonderful Holiday 

Party at Shoney’s, especially with the cycling of 

the five bottles of wine and several books and 

covers. 
   

We are in the middle of changing the constitution 

so that we can become a 501(c) (3) organization. 

This will allow us to save many dollars when we 

are purchasing materials for our newsletter, 

storage, and facilities rental. From what I have seen 

it looks like we will have a viable document that 

should allow us to function well into the future. My 

thanks to all the people who have spent many hours 

of their valuable time getting us to this point. It 

takes so much time to do all the things that keep 

our society up and running.  We could not be 

growing and increasing our value to our members 

if everybody did not assume some of the work. I 

would like to thank our officers and board 

members; they have taken up most of the hard 

work allowing me to learn and hopefully grow in 

this job. Bob Smith is working so hard on 

KnoxPEx, and I think it will be the best one yet. 
 

I am looking forward to the January KPS meeting 

program on a Virtual Stamp Album, presented by 

Randy Haese. 
 

Be sure to attend this very important meeting. We 

may have some exciting news about KnoxPEx and 

other events in the coming months. 
 

Barbara Steverson  
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Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting –  

December 2, 2014 
 

The Knoxville Philatelic Society met for its annual 

yearend holiday dinner at Shoney’s on Kingston Pike, 

Tuesday, December 2, 2014. There were 28 members and 

guests attending. Vice President and program chair, Bob 

Smith presided over the festivities. Following the meal, all 

drew numbers for the “Dirty Santa” gift exchange, which 

saw several bottles of wine exchange hands multiple times. 
 

The room was eerily quiet before and during the meal. 
 

     
Charlie Wade and Maria Javier both got philatelic reference 

books, and Bob Smith waited to announce the next recipient.  
 

Ralph Dinwiddie got a mouse, pen and memory stick, and Pat 

Goebel seemed pleased with some small beverage bottles! 
 

Filled with food and holiday cheer, the meeting disbanded 

at 8:30 pm. Thanks to Jim Pettway for photos and details 

about the meeting. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Tom Broadhead 

 

KPS Treasurer’s Report 
By Thomas Lane 
 

KPS approaches the end of the year with $12,790.86 in 

the bank, distributed among our CD ($3200), savings, 

checking, plus $450 kept on hand in petty cash to 

handle stamp purchases by members. 
 

For the month, $1646.15 was received for purchase of 

KPS stamps – an amount that will soon be reinvested in 

new purchases at the upcoming spring Regency 

Auction.  

  

Upcoming Events 
   January 6 – KPS monthly meeting – program, “A 

Virtual Stamp Album,” by Randy Haese. 

   January 24 – KPS Saturday meeting – Shop and swap 

KPS stamps and APS circuit books. Place TBA. 

   January 30-February 1 – Southeastern Stamp Expo in 

Norcross, GA – www.sefsc.org. 

   February 3 – KPS monthly meeting – program TBA. 

KPS Board meeting at 6:00. 

   March 3 – KPS monthly meeting – program – final 

touches on KnoxPEx 2015. 

   March 7-8 – KnoxPEx 2015 – Holiday Inn West Cedar 

Bluff, Knoxville 37923. Saturday 10-5, auction at 6. 

Sunday, 10-3. Volunteers needed!! 

 

Stamp of the Month  
We open the new year with a 5 cent 

definitive stamp of Canada (Scott 1677) 

showing weaving. The stamp is part of a 

large series issued in 1997. These stamps 

are part of a collection acquired for KPS 

by the Stamp Acquisition Committee.  

The Knoxville Philatelic Society meets at 7:00 pm 

on the 1
st
 and 5

th
 Tuesdays of each month at the 

Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church at 

2931 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919.    

Annual dues are $15.00. 
   

KPS Officers: 

    President          Barbara Steverson 

    Past President         Tom Ringenbach 

    Vice President         Bob Smith 

    Treasurer         Thomas Lane 

    Secretary         John Smartt 

    Directors                 Tom Broadhead, Jim Pettway, 

                                          Dave Anderson, Dave Warfel 

APS Representative    Jim Pettway   

  & KPS communications     jbpettway@comcast.net 
 

Requests for information and submissions of 

articles and short notes of philatelic interest for the 

newsletter may be directed to Tom Broadhead, 

KPS, P.O. Box 50422, Knoxville, TN 37950-0422 

– or by e-mail to tomwb50@aol.com. 

http://www.sefsc.org/


 

 

 

Grading Stamps for the KPS Stamp Stock 
By Bruce Roberts 

 

Most of you are familiar with the terms Average, 

Fine, Fine to Very Fine, Very Fine, Extra Fine and 

Superb. These are terms used to describe the 

centering of the stamp. To many collectors they are 

subjective. The Scott catalog claims that the prices in 

the catalog are for very fine copies of a stamp, but 

their grading method varies from country to country 

and from the early 19
th
 century to more recent issues. 

 

When preparing stamps purchased for the KPS stamp 

inventory, I follow a more objective process for 

stating the centering of the stamp, and calculating a 

price. The following illustrates my centering criteria, 

and the price that follows from that centering. 

Understand, these terms have nothing to do with the 

brightness of the color, any underlying damage, such 

as a thin, or whether there is a straight edge present.  

The terms are only for centering. A stamp can have 

very fine centering with a thin. 
 

Accompanying this article is a series of figures that 

illustrate my definitions of centering.  I apply these to 

every stamp and price accordingly.  This is one 

reason why we don’t have many multi-hundred dollar 

US stamps in stock, since the catalog and other 

collectors accept much poorer centering on the scarce 

stamps, and pay more than my system allows. 
 

Definitions:  

 Average: Some portion of the stamp design is cut 

by the perforations or the scissor cut if imper-

forate. 

 Fine: Opposite margins of the design are clear of 

the perforations, but are visually unequal to each 

other. 

 Very Fine: Opposite margins are visually equal. 

(This says nothing about the size of the margins). 

Also VF is a stamp with three equal sized margins 

and a 4
th
 margin that is larger or smaller than those 

three, but clear of the design. 

 Extra Fine: Opposite margins are visually equal 

and larger than normal for the issue. 

 Superb: The stamp is essentially perfectly 

centered with extra-large margins. 
 

However, we actually have to be concerned with 

centering in two directions; the centering top to 

bottom and the centering side to side. Top to bottom 

the design may be off center, but right to left the 
margins may be visually equal. This is a Fine (T to 

B) – VF (right-left) centered stamp. We have the 

following possibilities. 
 

Average-Average – design cut on two or more sides 

(below).  

 
Average-Fine – design cut on one side, the other 

margins not equal (below left). Average-VF – One 

side cut, the other dimensions clear and equal (below 

right). 

     
 

Fine-Fine (designated Fine) – both dimensions off 

center (below left). Fine-VF – one dimension off 

center, the other well centered (below right).  
  

 

    
 

 

Very Fine-Very Fine (Designated VF) – both dimen-

sions well centered, but the Top and Bottom Margins 

may not necessarily be the same as the left and right 

margins (below left). Also three equal margins and a 

4
th
 larger (below right). 

 

 

    
                                                                                  Continued on page 4. 



 

 

 

This month’s KPS Meeting – Tuesday, January 6 

 

Continued from page 3. 
 

Extremely Fine – all 4 margins visually the same 

width (below left). Superb – an extremely fine stamp 

with larger than normal margins (below right). 
 

     
 

I apply this to all stamps, from US #1 to a 2010 

Hungarian stamp.  The prices for these centerings, 

assuming there is no damage or major detraction such 

as a very heavy cancel, are as follows: 
 

Centering            Priced % of Scott Catalog 

                              US              Foreign 

Avg-Avg     10  5 

Avg-Fine     15            10 

Fine      20            15 

Fine-VF     25            20 

VF      35            30 

Extra Fine     50            40 

Superb          Several X Scott Catalog value  
 

I try to follow this pretty consistently, rounding up to 

the nearest nickel on the calculations. Given this 

information, you should be able to get a good picture 

of the stamps in the KPS inventory from these 

centering descriptions. 
 

Your eyes will try to center a stamp when you look at 

the image right-side up, and you will over-grade a lot 

of stamps that way. Always turn the image upside 

down when determining centering. Turn this 

newsletter upside down and look at the figures to see 

how easy it is to grade the centering. 

 

Congratulations! 
 

KPS member and UT anthropology professor, Dave 

Anderson was named a Fellow of the American 

Association for the Advancement of Science 

(AAAS). The Association is the most distinguished 

general science organization in the US, founded in 

1848. A stamp to commemorate its 150
th
 anniversary 

in 1998, but was not produced. Congratulations, 

Dave on this great honor. www.aaas.org  

 

KnoxPEx 2015 Updates 
 

Enclose with this newsletter are the forms to submit 

lots for the KnoxPEx live auction in March and for 

KnoxPEx exhibits. Jim Pettway will also be sending 

these to you by e-mail, and the auction lot form will 

come to you as both a Word document and an Excel 

spreadsheet. You can use either one to record your 

lots and descriptions. 
 

The name of our show has varied over the years from 

Knoxpex to KnoxPex to KnoxPEx. Jim Pettway 

proposes that we adopt the third variant – 

representing the Knoxville Philatelic Exposition. 
 

Publicity for the show is now in American Philatelist 

(print and online) and Linn’s Stamp News. More is to 

come in the way of postcard reminders to previous 

attending guests, letters with press releases to media, 

and an e-mail blast to APS members. 

 

Early Stamp Shows Warm up the New 

Year 
 

2015 will be off to a great start for stamp collectors in 

the southeast. Southeastern Stamp Expo 2015 

(www.sefsc.org) will be held in the north Atlanta 

suburb of Norcross on January 30-February 1. Don’t 

miss the chance to attend a USPS first day ceremony 

and see the 20
th
 example of the right-side up Jenny 

sheet. The theme of the show is the new College 

Football Hall of Fame, which opened in Atlanta in 

October. 
 

The month of February will be our time to put 

finishing touches on KnoxPEx 2015, our own show 

on March 7-8. We expect to have about 12 dealers 

and several exhibits. The show theme will be the 

Manhattan Project and atoms for peace. Stay tuned 

for details about the show cancel and cachet designed 

by Ralph Dinwiddie. We have a lot of volunteers 

who signed up at recent club meetings, but if you 

want to help with the show, contact Bob Smith, show 

chair – bob.gencon@gmail.com.   
 

The weekend after our show, March 14-15 is the 

annual Nashville Philatelic Society show.  This year, 

it will be at “Fifty Forward,” located at 301 Madison 

St., Madison, TN 37115 (north Nashville suburbs). 

This is definitely worth a day trip to the Music City 

and environs.  

http://home.comcast.net/~nashvillephilatelic  

http://www.aaas.org/
http://www.sefsc.org/
mailto:bob.gencon@gmail.com
http://home.comcast.net/~nashvillephilatelic
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The American Flag on Stamps –  

Then and Now 
 

The first time our flag appeared on a US postage stamp 

was in 1869. The beautiful, bicolor stamp (Scott 121), 

also known with the flags inverted, is a showpiece of 

the 1869 definitive issue. At that time, there were 37 

states, with Nebraska added in 1867. 
 

    
 

The latest issue, arriving from the USPS later this 

month on February 27, is a triptych continuous design 

with a very modern look. Each stamp pays the 24.6 cent 

standard presort rate for letters. A permit is required to 

use these singly for mail. These stamps will be sold in 

coils of  3,000 or 10,000. Short strips will be available 

for sale from the USPS - https://store.usps.com/store/ 

browse/category.jsp?categoryId=buy-stamps. I look for-

ward to having some copies of this attractive new issue. 
 

 
 

 

Tom Broadhead 

President’s Column 
 

It’s a new year and lots of things are happening. You 

should have gotten by now an e-mail a copy of the 

new constitution. Please be prepared to vote on it at 

this meeting. I would like to get this whole process 

completed by May, so that we can update our tax 

status to 501(c)(3).  As I understand it we will also 

need to complete the by-law update also. 
 

I want to say a special thank you to Randy Haese for 

his very informative presentation on a virtual stamp 

album. If only I were good enough to do this on my 

computer. I have trouble getting this newsletter 

column typed; the keyboard constantly is jumping 

around while I am in the middle of a sentence. 
  

February is a special month for reasons, not the least 

of which is the celebration of LOVE. There are 

perhaps a couple thousand worldwide stamps dedi-

cated to this theme and Valentine’s day.  This could 

be a great Topical Subject. This month also cele-

brates the birthday of two Presidents (Lincoln and 

Washington), who are celebrated around the world. 
   

We should have had a great time at the Atlanta Show, 

and are deep into the preparations for KnoxPEx. 

There are so many people who devote so many hours 

to the work of the club. Bob Smith has put many 

hours into the show and we still have a month to go, 

Bruce Roberts has never tallied the hours he has 

spent putting the stamps into our sales books, Jim 

Pettway is always ready to send e-mails at the spur 

of the moment, and Thomas Lane spends many 

hours doing the books each and every month. Other 

board members pitch in every time there is a need. 
 

Don’t forget we would really like a few more exhibits 

for the show. 

 

Barbara Steverson  

 News 
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Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting –  

January 6, 2015 
 

The Knoxville Philatelic Society met at the Tennessee 

Valley Unitarian Church on Tuesday, January 6, 2015 

for the regular monthly meeting.  There were 21 

members in attendance.  President Barbara Steverson 

called the meeting to order at 7 PM and presided. There 

are no minutes from the last meeting, the holiday 

dinner. Thomas Lane presented a summary Treasurer’s 

report.  The KPS has grown in financial capacity during 

the prior year. 
 

Carpool organization is underway for the Southeastern 

Stamp Expo in Atlanta for January 31st. The newly 

revised constitution is almost complete and will be 

discussed at the next membership meeting. It will be 

emailed to members for their review prior to the 

meeting. In March, the Stamp Acquisition Committee is 

going to a major auction in St. Louis. 
 

KnoxPEx report: Bob Smith announced that:  all 

chairpersons are in place, and all are making 

satisfactory progress.  There will, as always, be a need 

for club members to be active as volunteers and to 

patronize the 10 (of 13 capacity) dealers currently 

signed to attend. A sign-up sheet was passed around for 

members to sign up to help at the registration table. 
 

The Saturday meeting this month will be January 24
th
, at 

The Shannondale Community Center in Maryville. Jean 

Byrne has made all the arrangements. 
  

The business meeting concluded at 7:25 pm, and the 

monthly program was presented by Randy Haese. He 

demonstrated a computerized “virtual stamp album,” 

which allowed details of individual stamps to be 

cataloged and sorted electronically for comparisons. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

John Smartt, Secretary 

 

KnoxPEx 2015 Features ATA  
 

We are especially fortunate to have Vera Felts, Execu-

tive Director of the American Topical Association, as a 

guest at next month’s KnoxPEx show. ATA is one of 

the largest philatelic organizations in the US, and 

several KPS members belong to ATA.  

 
ATA publishes a quarterly magazine, Topical Times. 

Last spring’s issue featured an article about Tom 

Broadhead and his You-Tube stamp videos. Each issue 

also includes information gleaned from KPS 

Newsletters. This will be the first time that a national 

organization has been repre-sented at KnoxPEx. Thanks 

go to Jim Pettway for pursuing this opportunity for our 

club. http://www.americantopicalassn.org  

 

Upcoming Events 
   January 30-February 1 – Southeastern Stamp Expo in 

Norcross, GA – www.sefsc.org. 

   February 3 – KPS monthly meeting – program TBA. 

KPS Board meeting at 6:00. Vote on new constitution. 

   March 3 – KPS monthly meeting – program – final 

touches on KnoxPEx 2015. 

   March 7-8 – KnoxPEx 2015 – Holiday Inn West Cedar 

Bluff, Knoxville 37923. Saturday 10-5, auction at 6. 

Sunday, 10-3. Volunteers needed!! 

   April 7 – KPS monthly meeting – program TBA. 

 

Stamp of the Month  
Nevada became the 36

th
 state 

150 years ago on October 31, 

1864. For its centennial in 

1964, this stamp was issued 

(Scott 1248). These stamps 

are from the old accumulation 

of KPS.  

The Knoxville Philatelic Society meets at 7:00 pm 

on the 1
st
 and 5

th
 Tuesdays of each month at the 

Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church at 

2931 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919.    

Annual dues are $15.00. 
   

KPS Officers: 

    President          Barbara Steverson 

    Past President         Tom Ringenbach 

    Vice President         Bob Smith 

    Treasurer         Thomas Lane 

    Secretary         John Smartt 

    Directors                 Tom Broadhead, Jim Pettway, 

                                          Dave Anderson, Dave Warfel 

APS Representative    Jim Pettway   

  & KPS communications     jbpettway@comcast.net 
 

Requests for information and submissions of 

articles and short notes of philatelic interest for the 

newsletter may be directed to Tom Broadhead, 

KPS, P.O. Box 50422, Knoxville, TN 37950-0422 

– or by e-mail to tomwb50@aol.com. 

http://www.americantopicalassn.org/
http://www.sefsc.org/


 

 

 

Let’s Get Associated 
By Jim Pettway 

 

Are you interested in “Cinderella” stamps or in this 

case “Poster” stamps?  Recently when sorting 

through an accumulation of postage stamps I came 

across an envelope of stamps with the wording “Let’s 

Get Associated” printed at the bottom of each stamp. 

Though the stamps had never been used, they were 

stuck together like a brick.  Time for soaking!  My 

curiosity got me so I Googled it and discovered the 

history of this series of Poster Stamps.  
  

 
 

Beginning in 1938 the American Oil Company (West 

coast/Mid-West area) issued a booklet (album) and a 

series of 100 stamps, numbered 1 through 100, 

depicting events and historical/travel places in the 

United States.  The traveler could obtain a book and 

stamps free at any American Oil station.   

 

In 1939 the Tide Water American Oil Company 

(merger with American Oil) issued a second series of 

 
 

100 stamps, numbered 101 through 200.  These 

albums and stamps were issued as just a fun activity.  

No premium was offered.   

 

I have also come across an album titled “Presidents 

of the United States.”   Also issued in 1937 was a 

Historical series of 32 stamps but I can find no 

further information of this series. 

 
I would be interested if anyone has further 

information to share on this topic. 

 

 



 

 

 

This month’s KPS Meeting – Tuesday, February 3 

 

 

KPS Members Were Big Stamp Buyers 

in 2014 
By Bruce Robers 
     

In 2014, our club members had the best year ever 

purchasing stamps through the KPS.  Without a full 

time stamp dealer in Knoxville, KPS has clearly 

become the “go-to” stamp supplier for our members.  

Individual club members purchased a total of 

$16,205 in US and Foreign stamps and covers.  A 

total of 46 different collectors purchased from our 

stock; 28 members purchased US stamps, 35 mem-

bers purchased foreign stamps, and one member 

purchased covers. We sold $9,097 in US stamps, and 

$7,075 of foreign. If the average price of a stamp sold 

was 20% of catalog that would mean we sold about 

$80,000 catalog this year. Individual purchases 

ranged from $0.65 to $1,640. This was the first year 

that we had an extensive inventory and recording 

system, and these figures really represent only sales 

from about March 1 when the system was fully in 

place.  
 

In addition to the recorded sales for individuals, we 

also sold some stamps as bundled wholesale lots, and 

some sales as lots at KnoxPEx 2014. If you are a club 

member that has never bought a stamp from our 

inventory, please let us know why not and how we 

can help you build your collection. Thomas Lane 

reports that last year, KPS spent $16,029.66 on 

stamps, and received back from all sources 

$20,091.78. He also reports that KPS members 

bought $1,729.20 from APS Circuit Sales during the 

year. Now that we have these at every meeting, this is 

most likely also a record! 

 

New Year Treasurer’s Report 
By Thomas Lane 
 

KPS ended the year on a great financial note, with 85 

paid members, financial gains from KnoxPEx 2014, 

and substantial income from stamp sales, mentioned 

above. The club’s certificate of deposit continues to 

grow – mostly by our additions, and not so much by 

interest income – and is valued at $3,200. Our 

savings account has a balance of $8,048.10, including 

dealer deposits for KnoxPEx 2015. The checking 

account has $1,239.50, and a petty cash fund of $150 

is maintained to assist with stamp sales. Our total is 

$12,637.60. 

 

 

KnoxPEx 2015 Updates 
 

Ralph Dinwiddie has completed the KnoxPEx 

cancel design and it has been sent to the USPS for 

approval. 
 

 
 

The cancel will be paired with a cachet that Ralph is 

designing, together with the 1955 Atoms for Peace 

stamp and a current flag definitive. 
 

 
 

We look forward to having some great exhibits, 

especially the display exhibit about the Manhattan 

Project by Steve Stow. 
 

We currently have 10 dealers, with room for 3 more – 

please contact Thomas Lane or Bob Smith if you 

know of a prospective dealer. Currently contracted 

dealers are: 

 B&W Stamp Co. (Bill Vance) 

 Richter Stamp Co. (Dr. Donald Richter)* 

 Traders Guild (Heinrich Hahn) 

 Earl Reeder 

 The Classic Philatelist (Warren Manning)* 

 F.A. Stamps (Fred Brafford) 

 Jared Cassidy** 

 Collect ‘Em All (Len Curtis) 

 Stamp Center of Texas (Kurt Harding) 

 Queen City Coins and Stamps (Louise 

Chouinard) 
     * KPS member 

   ** New dealer 
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Stamp Shows are Fun – and a Little 

Work! 
 

Atttending a stamp show can be one of the most fun 

parts of our hobby. It’s like putting on your pith helmet, 

shoudering your elephant gun, and striking forth in 

search of big game. Southeastern Stamp Expo was no 

exception. Although I only spent $5 on one item for my 

collection, there was much more to do and see, and the 

Stamp Acquisition Committee bagged some great 

collections that you will soon see. 
 

I am not the most “with it” guy in social media, but I 

did take the “Selfie” below, in front of the exhibit of the 

rightside up Jenny stamp 

sheet. It was great to see 

this modern, albeit some-

what controversial rarity. 
 

But, I also put in some 

volunteer work for the 

show. And, now it’s time 

for our big annual show 

– KnoxPEx 2015. With a 

full bourse of 13 dealers, 

there will be many 

opportunities to shop – 

and don’t forget the live 

auction at 6:00 on Saturday night. 
 

There will be some interesting exhibits on a wide range 

of stamp themes and subjects. Maybe you will want to 

take a selfie or two at the exhibits or with your favorite 

dealer – and post them on your Facebook page! 
 

Needs for volunteers begin with setup on Friday 

afternoon and end with take down on Sunday afternoon. 

Feel free to volunteer as an auction lot monitor or a 

greeter at the registration desk. 
 

KnoxPEx is YOUR stamp show. I hope that you make 

the most of it. 
 

Tom Broadhead 

President’s Column 
 

I sure hope that everybody 

has thawed out from this 

wonderful winter weather 

we have been experiencing.  

Most importantly I hope that 

nobody was without power, 

or at least not for very long. 
 

Our last meeting was so successful; we managed to 

pass a great new Constitution that meets the 

requirements for us to obtain our 501 c3 status.  It 

took our forefathers several years to accomplish this 

feat, and we were able to pass it nearly unanimously.  

Now all we need are the new bylaws, look for these 

in several months.    
 

I want to thank Bryan Steverson for the program he 

presented in February; I think there can be crossover 

in lots of hobbies.  We went to the Atlanta show, him 

taking reading material to last several hours and he 

didn’t open the book.  Instead he found a treasure.  It 

was all I could do to keep him from finding a ride 

Saturday for a second shot.   
 

I also hope that everybody had a fun filled 14th. 

Ladies, if they messed up forgive them, they are so 

anxious for KnoxPEx, and concerned about Queen 

Elsa running around singing “Let it Go” (Snow). 

KnoxPEx is just a 

couple of days away, 

I hope that everybody 

has picked their 

volunteer position and 

are ready to fully 

participate in our 

great show.  I found out that being locked up can be 

good for getting some time consuming jobs done. 
 

Barbara Steverson  

 News 

 
APS Chapter 1189-119261 

    
Southeast Federation 

of Stamp Clubs 



 

 

 

Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting –  

February 3, 2015 
 

The Knoxville Philatelic Society met at the Tennessee 

Valley Unitarian Universalist Church on Tuesday, 

February 3, 2015 for the regular monthly meeting. 

There were 21 members in attendance. President 

Barbara Steverson called the meeting to order at 7 PM 

and presided. Minutes from the last meeting, previously 

published, were accepted without change. Thomas 

Lane presented the Treasurer’s report. At the end of 

January, the club had cash assets of $13,244.29. During 

the month, the club had income of $2,204 and expenses 

of $1,599. The Treasurer’s report was approved as 

presented. 
 

Adoption of a new constitution was moved and 

discussed.  Ralph Dinwiddie moved, seconded by Bob 

Smith. The proposed constitution is based on one 

already approved by the IRS. Moved that any changes 

proposed should also be consistent with those approved 

by the IRS. Motion passed. After brief further 

discussion, the members present voted via paper ballot.  

Secretary John Smartt counted the ballots and 

announced that the constitution passed as presented, not 

unanimously, but with no “No” votes. 
 

Tom Broadhead announced that he will lead the effort 

to draft bylaws, estimated to take two months. Bob 

Smith made a pitch for volunteers for KnoxPEx. 
 

Bryan Steverson presented a program revolving around 

his new book, “Baseball, A Special gift of God.” 
 

Respectfully submitted, John Smartt 

Knoxville Philatelic Society Executive 

Board Meeting – February 3, 2015  

The board of directors of the Knoxville Philatelic 

Society met at the Tennessee Valley Unitarian 

Universalist Church on Tuesday, February 3, 2015. 

There were 7 directors plus Bruce Roberts in 

attendance.  President Barbara Steverson presided. 
 

The proposed constitution, drafted by Tom Broadhead, 

was discussed. The board voted unanimously to accept 

the constitution as written and commend it to the 

membership. 
 

A policy regarding disposal of less expensive stamps 

from the KPS inventory was presented by Bruce 

Roberts and discussed.  One alternative is to sell via 

APS circuit books. Motion made by Bob Smith, 

seconded by Dave Anderson, passed with no dissent:  

Motion to give authority (#3 alternative in the memo 

circulated) to a stamp disposal committee to manage the 

disposal of the least expensive stamps from the KPS 

inventory.   
 

Adjourned at 6:47 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

John Smartt, Secretary 

 

At  

KnoxPEx 2015 

March 7-8   
 

 

Upcoming Events 
   March 3 – KPS monthly meeting – program – final 
touches on KnoxPEx 2015. 
   March 7-8 – KnoxPEx 2015 – Holiday Inn West Cedar 

Bluff, Knoxville 37923. Saturday 10-5, auction at 6. 
Sunday, 10-3. Volunteers still needed!! 

   March 14-15 – Nashville Stamp Show 2015 – “Fifty 

Forward” 301 Madison St., Madison, TN 37115. 10-5 
Saturday, 10-4 Sunday. 

   March 31 – KPS fifth Tuesday meeting! 
Swap and shop!    
   April 7 – KPS monthly meeting – 

program TBA. 
 

Stamp of the Month  
This month’s stamp is one from a themed 

group of stamps showing children’s 

artwork. Issued by Israel on January 16, 

1973, it is the 3 agorot value (Scott 506) 

in a distinctive vertically elongated form. 

These stamps are a gift from Pat Goebel.  

The Knoxville Philatelic Society meets at 7:00 pm 

on the 1
st
 and 5

th
 Tuesdays of each month at the 

Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church at 

2931 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919.    

Annual dues are $15.00. 
   

KPS Officers: 

    President          Barbara Steverson 

    Past President         Tom Ringenbach 

    Vice President         Bob Smith 

    Treasurer         Thomas Lane 

    Secretary         John Smartt 

    Directors                 Tom Broadhead, Jim Pettway, 

                                          Dave Anderson, Dave Warfel 

APS Representative    Jim Pettway   

  & KPS communications     jbpettway@comcast.net 
 

Requests for information and submissions of 

articles and short notes of philatelic interest for the 

newsletter may be directed to Tom Broadhead, 

KPS, P.O. Box 50422, Knoxville, TN 37950-0422 

– or by e-mail to tomwb50@aol.com. 



 

 

 

What a Show! – Southeastern Stamp Expo 2015 
By Tom Broadhead 

 

As I write this, we are still trying to dig out from 

ongoing snow and ice storms. But, just a month ago, 

January 30-February 1, there was a philatelic winter 

thaw in the Atlanta suburb of Norcross, where 

Southeastern Stamp Expo 2015 (SESE) was in full 

swing. As always, KPS had a significant presence, 

with a little photographic proof to boot! SESE is a 

show of the Southeastern Federation of Stamp Clubs 

(SEFSC). Tom Broadhead is Federation vice 

president, and Bruce Roberts has done a lot of heavy 

lifting for the show as exhibits chair. 
 

Bruce, Tom, Thomas Lane, and Bob Smith went 

down early and helped place thousands of pages of 

great exhibits in frames the night before the show 

opened. During the show, Bruce, Thomas, and Bob 

put in many hours scouring the bourse for collections 

to purchase by the KPS Stamp Acquisition 

Committee (Thomas and Bob below, left). At the 

show, KPS was represented by 22 members, many 

wearing their logo shirts, like Stu Hanlein and 

Barbara Steverson (below, right). 
 

  
 

KPS members were not only buyers at the 24 dealer 

bourse, but they were also sellers. Tom Ringenbach 

(next column at top) was intent on shopping on 

Saturday, and dealer member Warren Manning 

(next column, below) were just two of our busy KPS 

members. 

   
 

 
 

In addition to the eight members previously 

mentioned, the KPS “delegation” included Bryan 

Steverson, Ning Zhong, Bob Ceo, Lori Williams, 

Ray Simko, Karen Setzfand, Jim Pettway, Ralph 

Dinwiddie, Joseph P. Jones, Joseph F. Jones, Dan 

Jones, Steve Lambson, Steve Daunt, and dealer 

member Don Richter. 
 

Tables were busy during the show, and I hope KPS 

members saved plenty of money to shop at KnoxPEx 

2015! 

 

 
Part of the impressive KPS delegation (r – l): Thomas Lane, Lori Williams, Tom Broadhead, Bob Ceo, Joseph P. 

Jones, Steve Lambson, Joseph F. Jones, Dan Jones, Bruce Roberts, Steve Daunt, Bob Smith, Tom Ringenbach. 



 

 

 

This month’s KPS Meeting – Tuesday, March 3 
 

 

Remembering Tom Lowe 
By Tom Broadhead 
     

It is always sad to lose a member, and when long 

time KPS member, Tom Lowe, passed away last 

year, he left an amazing philatelic collection. A few 

weeks ago, Tom’s wife, Audrey, asked Bruce 

Roberts to take a look at his collection, and I tagged 

along to help. 
 

Tom was principally a 

U.S. collector, and 

enjoyed everything from 

classics to modern issues, 

which he collected with 

plate numbers, as whole 

panes, and as first day 

covers. Their nephew will 

enjoy remembering his 

uncle as the new owner of 

many albums of beauty-

fully cacheted first days. 
 

Among his philatelic discoveries was the earliest 

known usage of the 33 cent Black Widow Spider 

stamp (Scott 3351a) on a cover postmarked in 

Knoxville on September 28, 1999, three days before 

the official day of issue. The discovery was featured 

in a December 20, 1999 issue of Linn’s Stamp News. 
 

 
 

At the KnoxPEx live auction, 6:00 this Saturday, 

KPS members will have the opportunity to remember 

Tom by bidding on and owning some great parts of 

his extensive collection.  

 

More Dealers for KnoxPEx 2015 
 

Thomas Lane reports that we now have a full bourse 

of 13 dealers for KnoxPEx this weekend. In addition 

to the 10 listed in last month’s news, we also have 

Schanewolf’s Stamps (John Schanewolf), Robert 

Barger, Ltd., and Dutch Country Auctions (Russ 

Eggert). Russ will not just be promoting his 

company’s auctions, but will also have inventory 

available for sale. Come to the show – don’t forget 

your want list! 

 

Congratulations to Dave Icove 
By Tom Broadhead 
 

It is fascinating to learn what our fellow philatelists 

do outside of our hobby. Dave Icove is a professor in 

the UT Department of Electrical Engineering and 

Computer Science. But, there is much more than that, 

as described in a news release from UT last week. 

http://tntoday.utk.edu/2015/02/23/faculty-

trailblazers-college-engineering-spotlights-icove-

sarles 
 

The accompanying photo may 

seem odd, but Dave is 

internationally recognized as an 

expert and “trailblazer in the area 

of forensic engineering” – which 

studies the results of “events and 

product failures.” In this case, he 

was studying the 2007 McClung 

Warehouse fire in downtown 

Knoxville. 
 

He has worked with and for major law enforcement 

agencies, including the FBI, for more than 40 years 

and is the coauthor of the leading textbook on the 

investigation of fires, arson, explosions and 

bombings. Dave was recently honored as the first 

Underwriters Laboratories Professor of Practice in 

the UT College of Engineering. 

 

KnoxPEx 2015 Updates 
 

Ralph Dinwiddie has completed the KnoxPEx 

cachet and associated cancel design, which has been 

approved by the USPS. Cachets will be available for 

sale at the KnoxPEx registration table for $3.00 or 2 

for $5.00.  
 

The cancel can be applied to your covers for free, but 

they must bear the proper postage. 
 

 
 

http://tntoday.utk.edu/2015/02/23/faculty-trailblazers-college-engineering-spotlights-icove-sarles
http://tntoday.utk.edu/2015/02/23/faculty-trailblazers-college-engineering-spotlights-icove-sarles
http://tntoday.utk.edu/2015/02/23/faculty-trailblazers-college-engineering-spotlights-icove-sarles
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What Does a Stamp Show Us? 
 

Looking through the many possibilities for the April 

“Stamp of the Month,” I came across an older stamp of 

Syria, one of many given to KPS by our late member, 

Mike Kauffman.  
 

It is a 1930 stamp of Syria (Scott 210) that is part of a 

pictorial series showing scenes of monuments and 

buildings in its major cities. The 20 centime value in 

this newsletter shows a scene from Aleppo (Alep at the 

bottom inscription), the most populous city in Syria, 

which once had a population of more than 2 million. 

Population statistics now are uncertain, due to the 

protracted civil war. 
 

The Scott Catalog lists the description of the scene 

shown on this stamp as “Great Mosque, Aleppo.” 

Images of that building, also known as the Umayyad 

Mosque, dating from the 11th century. Searching for an 

image, I found the “before and after” below. The tall, 

square minaret (left), once prominent on the Aleppo 

skyline, has been reduced to a pile of rubble (right) in 

recent fighting. 
 

 
 

It has no resemblance to the image on the stamp, which 

you have on the next page. What does the stamp really 

show? 
 

Tom Broadhead 

President’s Column 
 

What a month we have had.  It finally feels like 

spring is here and I think we are all really ready for it.  

We had quite a successful KnoxPEx.  We had 13 new 

members join at the show and there were 136 people 

who registered at the show.  I know I had an amazing 

time and spent more money than I should have, but I 

was quite successful in filling many blank spaces in 

my album.  The auction went fast and we were able 

to leave almost on time.  That is a good thing because 

I think we were getting a little tired and a tad bit 

chilly.  It was amazing to have ATA Executive 

Director, Vera Felts there to highlight Topical Stamp 

Collecting.  The presentation she gave about 

collecting Tennessee Topics was interesting and 

informative.  
 

I was pleased to see several young people finding 

stamps and good deals from some of the regular 

dealers.  I witnessed one dealer giving a bit of a 

lesson on souvenir sheets and the change of value if 

you kept the sheet or took a single stamp out of it. 
 

I hope that everyone has had time to catch up with 

your follow up to the show. Get ready for new stamps 

that our stamp acquisition committee will be looking 

for and hopefully acquiring in St. Louis at the 

auction.  I hope that we made enough money at the 

auction to allow them to get plenty of stamps to keep 

us all busy for a couple of 

months.  Bryan has been 

watching the birds at the feeder 

and almost thought of doing a 

topical collection on Wood-

peckers.  We have three different 

kinds at the feeder. 
 

     See you in April. 
     

Barbara Steverson  

 News 

 
APS Chapter 1189-119261 

    
Southeast Federation 

of Stamp Clubs 



 

 

 

Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting –  

March 3, 2015 
 

The Knoxville Philatelic Society met at the Tennessee 

Valley Unitarian Universalist Church on Tuesday, 

March 3, 2015 for the regular monthly meeting. There 

were 30 members and one visitor in attendance.  

President Barbara Steverson presided. Thomas Lane 

presented the Treasurer’s report.  At the end of 

February, 2015, the club had cash assets of $13,305.72.  

During the month, the club had income of $882.90 and 

expenses of $822.42.  The Treasurer’s report was 

approved as presented. 
 

KnoxPEx 2015 show chair, Bob Smith reported that the 

volunteer staffing and other arrangements for the 

upcoming KnoxPEx show are complete.  There was 

discussion of various details of scheduling events on 

Saturday late afternoon. American Topical Society 

Executive Director, Vera Felts, will present a program 

on Saturday afternoon and will briefly speak before the 

auction at 6:00. 
 

Two Executive Board director positions will be vacant 

for the coming year; volunteers are sought for these 

positions. 
 

There was no program scheduled. Members helped fold 

KnoxPEx show programs and enjoyed shopping for 

stamps in the clubs stock. 
 

Adjournment via motion passed 7:26 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

John Smartt, Secretary 
 

KnoxPEx Auction Was a Great Success! 
 

One of the liveliest parts of our annual show is the 

Saturday night live auction. Auctioneers Bruce 

Roberts and Tom Broadhead hammered 279 lots in a 

speedy hour and a half. Treasurer, Thomas Lane 

reports that gross sales were $3719.75. Of that total, 

KPS lots brought in a tidy sum of $351.00. In addition, 

commissions and lot fees for all lots added $305.89 – 

totaling $656.89 for the KPS treasury. Show Chair, Bob 

Smith and Auction Chair, Stu Hanlein, are soliciting 

suggestions for next year’s auction.  

 

KPS Officer and Board Elections 
 

At each May KPS meeting, officers and executive 

board members are elected for the upcoming year. Our 

club has thrived under great leadership for many years, 

and being an officer or board member gives members 

another way to contribute to the success of our 

organization. 
 

The KPS Past President is the person responsible for 

developing a slate of officers to be advertised prior to 

the May meeting for a vote at that meeting. If you are 

interested, please let Tom Ringenbach know. 
 

KPS board meetings are held four times a year, at 6:00 

pm, prior to a regular KPS monthly meeting. All KPS 

members are welcome to attend board meetings. 

 

Upcoming Events 
   April 7 – KPS monthly meeting – program TBA. 

    May 5 – KPS monthly meeting – Elections of Officers 

and Directors. KPS Executive Board meeting at 6:00 – 

all members are welcome to attend. 

    May 16 – KPS Saturday meeting – Earth Fare – 10:00-

1:00. 

    May 30-31 – HuntsPex 2015 – Huntsvile, AL, 

Philatelic Club’s annual show. www.sefsc.org/ 

huntspex.html.  Exhibits are also needed. 

    June 2 – KPS monthly meeting – program TBA 

    June 30 – KPS fifth Tuesday meeting – swap and shop! 

 

Stamp of the Month – What Is It? 
  

This month’s stamp is one of many given to KPS by 

our late member, Mike Kauffman. Although the Scott 

catalog describes the design of this 

stamp as showing the Great Mosque in 

Aleppo, Syria, it does not. Issued in 

1930 (Scott 210), it may well show a 

contemporary skyline view of that city, 

but none of the minarets match the tall, 

square one of the Great Mosque!  

The Knoxville Philatelic Society meets at 7:00 pm 

on the 1st and 5th Tuesdays of each month at the 

Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church at 

2931 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919.    

Annual dues are $15.00. 
   

KPS Officers: 

    President          Barbara Steverson 

    Past President         Tom Ringenbach 

    Vice President         Bob Smith 

    Treasurer         Thomas Lane 

    Secretary         John Smartt 

    Directors                 Tom Broadhead, Jim Pettway, 

                                          Dave Anderson, Dave Warfel 

APS Representative    Jim Pettway   

  & KPS communications     jbpettway@comcast.net 
 

Requests for information and submissions of 

articles and short notes of philatelic interest for the 

newsletter may be directed to Tom Broadhead, 

KPS, P.O. Box 50422, Knoxville, TN 37950-0422 

– or by e-mail to tomwb50@aol.com. 

http://www.sefsc.org/


 

 

 

KnoxPEx 2015 – a Huge Success for KPS 
By Tom Broadhead, photos by Jim Pettway, photo edits by Ralph Dinwiddie  

 

Our annual stamp show continued a long string of 

successes. We had a full bourse, thanks especially to 

some last ditch efforts by Thomas Lane. It included 

two member dealers, Don Richter and Warren 

Manning. Both of them also do national and regional 

shows, so we are delighted to have them at KnoxPEx. 
 

 
 

Jim Pettway reports that attendance was down 

slightly from last year, also a continuing trend that 

we hope will change next year. The registration table 

was a popular place to meet old friends and new, and 

Pat Goebel had a full roster of volunteers to help. 
 

 
Rich Kaplan (left) chats with Gary Santini, Pat Goebel, 

and Tom Ringenbach at registration. 
 

More than 30 cachets were sold, and early birds 

bought up the few that had plate number coil singles. 

Older cachets also sold at reduced prices. And, on 

that topic – it’s time to start thinking about a theme 

for KnoxPEx 2016! 
 

Randy Haese did a great business helping budding 

collectors and providing them with free stamps. His 

stock of stamps and references, including many 

volumes of Scott catalogs, was larger than many of 

the dealer stocks at the show! 

Viewing lots for the Saturday night auction was a 

primary activity for many attending the show. Lots 

ranged in size from single stamps to huge plastic tubs 

full of anticipated treasures. 
 

 
 

The auction was lively (see report on page 2), and 

kept auctioneers Tom Broadhead and Bruce 

Roberts busy and in need of water. 
 

 
 

Other highlights of the show included several 

excellent exhibits (photo next page). Steve Stow’s 

exhibit about the Manhattan Project – the show 

theme – won the most popular award. New member, 

Carol Costa showed a fascinating exhibit about 

Mark Twain that gave the viewer many interesting 

insights, illustrated philatelically of course, into the 

life of this iconic American author. 
 

KPS is a chapter member of the American Topical 

Society, and it was great to have ATA Executive 

Director, Vera Felts at the show.       (Continued on p. 4)



 

 

 

 

This month’s KPS Meeting – Tuesday, April 7 
 

Continued from p. 3 
 

Vera gave a presentation (below) about topical 

collecting, with the theme of her talk – Tennessee! 

Vera is also one of our newest KPS members. 
 

 
 

Check articles elsewhere in this issue for auction 

results and our record number of new members. 
 

 
Mike Carmichael took a break from shopping to enjoy the 

exhibits at KnoxPEx 2015. 
 

It’s never to early to start thinking about our show – 

if you have thoughts or ideas, share them with 

KnoxPEx Show Chair, Bob Smith. 

 

KPS Welcomes New Members 
By Jim Pettway 
 

During KnoxPEx 2015 the KPS added 13 new single 

or family members.  We are glad to welcome them to 

KPS membership: 
 

In addition to general worldwide stamp collecting, 

Frederick Conrad of Knoxville collects more 

specialized areas such as Great Britain, the United 

States and the topic of Dinosaurs. An avid topical 

collector, Carol Costa of Ohio, collects Disney, 

Mark Twain (she exhibited at KnoxPEx this year) 

and new issues of WWI topics.  Carol is a Member of 

the ATA and APS. Brent Hampton of Mississippi 

(my home State!) collects stamps of Czechoslovakia, 

Germany and the United States.  He is a member of 

the APS and Czechoslovak Philatelic Society. Gary 

Phillips of Andersonville, TN, specializes in stamps 

of WWII. A member of the APS and American First 

Day Cover Society, Vera Felts of Carterville, IL, is 

Executive Director of the ATA and has topical 

interests in gastronomy and health related issues on 

stamps, as well as stamps of Scandinavia and 

Thailand. Stephen Wallace of Maryville collects 

United States stamps. Scott Libby of Chuckey, TN, 

enjoys collecting worldwide stamps. Lisa and David 

Turvin of Knoxville just enjoy stamp collecting! 

Richard Jackson of Piney Flats, TN, collects United 

States stamps and postal history.  He is a member of 

the APS. Richard Baylor is interested in ducks, and 

stamps of the United States, Canal Zone and Monaco.  

He comes to our club from Clinton. Larry Trott of 

Knoxville enjoys collecting stamps. Jan Basham of 

Knoxville prefers United States stamps in mint 

condition. Dianne DiGregorio is a United States 

stamp collector from Knoxville. 
 

I look forward to seeing many new faces at upcoming 

KPS meetings.  Current KPS members please give a 

warm welcome to these new members at the next 

KPS meeting.  New members, if you haven’t gotten 

an email notice of the meetings then I don’t have 

your email address.  Please send your email address 

to jbpettway@comcast.net. 
 

Do You Collect Recent U.S.? 
 

Check recent issue availability at the USPS web page 

https://store.usps.com/store/browse/category.jsp?cate

goryId=buy-stamps  

mailto:jbpettway@comcast.net
https://store.usps.com/store/browse/category.jsp?categoryId=buy-stamps
https://store.usps.com/store/browse/category.jsp?categoryId=buy-stamps
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KPS News – in Print and Electronic 
 

Where would we be without computers and the 

internet? The earliest issues of our club’s newsletters 

from the 1970’s were typewritten, pasted up, and 

photocopied. Now, the monthly news is composed on 

computer, with great assistance from web searches for 

both illustrations and information. 
 

Last month, KPS members received the April 

newsletter by email, in advance of the mailed printed 

version. That will now be the norm, so that members 

can plan their attendance at meetings and other events, 

prior to receiving the mail. 
 

Earlier this year, the United Kingdom celebrated the 

invention of the World Wide Web with a stamp, 

showing a design emblematic of the complexity of this 

wonder of modern technology. 
 

         
 

The world wide web and the internet have made 

possible a lot of great philatelic information – and 

stamps – to collectors. So be it with KPS News. 
 

 

Tom Broadhead 

President’s Column 
 

This month I would like to thank the Stamp Acquisition 

Committee for their very hard work on behalf of our 

society. They spend many hours prior to going to 

auctions, getting ready by previewing many. They look 

at the stamps in each lot, they know what we need for 

our collections, and they do a great job finding the lots 

with the most stamps that we want. We would not have 

many stamps to purchase if they did not give so much 

time and effort to our society.   
 

April has been a month of many outstanding dates. Let 

us not forget the biggest one in the middle of the month, 

TAX Day. This also is the memorial date of the sinking 

of the Titanic, and of course it is Jackie Robinson Day.  

Easter celebrations occurred in the beginning of the 

month this year and ushered in our fine spring weather.  

The Dogwood Arts Festival is in full swing, and by the 

time you read this it will be over. 
 

May will be here, with lush flowers and gardens. By the 

time the month is over we may be complaining about 

the heat; some of us are never satisfied with the current 

temperatures. Many of us are planning our vacations; I 

tend to take vacations in January and February when I 

can hope to escape the cold. I am really enjoying the 

current rise in temperatures. Does anyone collect 

weather related stamps? It might be interesting to see if 

other countries honor 

typhoons, etc., or make such 

a big fuss over them.  I think 

in many areas they just 

accept that weather is 

inevitable and deal with it, I 

am not sure that it makes 

Nightly News the way it 

does in our country. Well, it 

is officially summer – the ice cream truck just went by 

the house ringing its music. 
     

Barbara Steverson  

 News 

 
APS Chapter 1189-119261 

    
Southeast Federation 

of Stamp Clubs 



 

 

 

Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting –  

April 7, 2015 
 

The Knoxville Philatelic Society met at the Tennessee 

Valley Unitarian Universalist Church on Tuesday, April 

7, 2015 for the regular monthly meeting. There were 26 

members and one visitor in attendance.  President 

Barbara Steverson presided. Thomas Lane presented 

the Treasurer’s report.  At the end of March, 2015, the 

club had cash assets of $6,019.63.  During the month, 

the club had income of more than $11,000 and expenses 

of more than 15,000, principally due to the timing of 

stamp purchases for the club’s inventory. KnoxPEx 

income was $8,243, expenses were 8,076, for a net 

income of $166.89. The Treasurer’s report was 

approved as presented. 
 

There was a discussion of the terms of directors.  Bob 

Smith and Randy Haese were both nominated from the 

floor without opposition and with their individual 

assent. A full slate now exists. Nominations will be 

accepted before the election at the May meeting. 
 

New business: A significant gift to KPS of philatelic 

literature is being processed for sale to members; 

available at the May meeting. A collection of 27 

volumes of a Billig’s Philatelic Handbook has been 

donated, also to be offered for sale (as a single lot) to 

members. There was discussion of a “need and have” 

section for the newsletter. Jim Pettway stated that he 

provides this service via email. A Facebook page with a 

members’ password was forwarded as a solution.  The 

board will discuss at next meeting, in May. Steve 

Daunt has a large volume of philatelic literature that he 

is willing to lend to members. 

 

The program was a discussion of KnoxPEx 2015, led 

by show chair, Bob Smith. The principal topic 

discussed was the show location, based on information 

about increased costs for next year. Alternatives will 

continue to be investigated. Adjournment via motion 

passed 8:05 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

John Smartt, Secretary 

 

The Knoxville Horse Head Fancy Cancel 
 

Bruce Roberts wrote a short note in the KPS News of 

April 2012 about his discovery of a new, open-mouth 

horse pictorial cancel from Knoxville in 1867. Don’t 

miss his discussion at the May KPS meeting. 

 

KPS Officer and Board Elections 
by Tom Ringenbach 
 

The following officers were nominated to continue their 

offices at the April KPS meeting: President – Barbara 

Steverson, Treasurer – Thomas Lane, Secretary – John 

Smartt. Nominations to fill vacant offices are: Vice 

President – Dave Anderson, Randy Haese – Director, 

Bob Smith – Director. Nominations will be accepted 

from the floor at the May KPS meeting, and voting will 

take place following the close of nominations. 

 

Upcoming Events 
   May 5 – KPS monthly meeting – Elections of Officers 

and Directors. Program – Bruce Roberts will discuss 

the Knoxville Horse Head Pictorial Cancel of 1867 – Fact 

and Fiction. KPS Executive Board meeting at 6:00 – all 

members are welcome to attend. 

    May 16 – KPS Saturday meeting – Earth Fare – 10:00-

1:00. 

    May 30-31 – HuntsPex 2015 – Huntsvile, AL, 

Philatelic Club’s annual show. www.sefsc.org/ 

huntspex.html.  Exhibits are also needed. 

    June 2 – KPS monthly meeting – program TBA 

    June 30 – KPS fifth Tuesday meeting – swap and shop! 

 

Stamp of the Month – What Is It? 
  

This month’s stamp is one of many given to KPS by 

our late member, Mike Kauffman. Although the Scott 

catalog describes the design of this 

stamp as showing the Great Mosque in 

Aleppo, Syria, it does not. Issued in 

1930 (Scott 210), it may well show a 

contemporary skyline view of that city, 

but none of the minarets match the tall, 

square one of the Great Mosque!  

The Knoxville Philatelic Society meets at 7:00 pm 

on the 1
st
 and 5

th
 Tuesdays of each month at the 

Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church at 

2931 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919.    

Annual dues are $15.00. 
   

KPS Officers: 

    President          Barbara Steverson 

    Past President         Tom Ringenbach 

    Vice President         Bob Smith 

    Treasurer         Thomas Lane 

    Secretary         John Smartt 

    Directors                 Tom Broadhead, Jim Pettway, 

                                          Dave Anderson, Dave Warfel 

APS Representative    Jim Pettway   

  & KPS communications     jbpettway@comcast.net 
 

Requests for information and submissions of 

articles and short notes of philatelic interest for the 

newsletter may be directed to Tom Broadhead, 

KPS, P.O. Box 50422, Knoxville, TN 37950-0422 

– or by e-mail to tomwb50@aol.com. 

http://www.sefsc.org/


 

 

 

The Presidential Election of 1860 
By Tom Broadhead  

 

Were you, like I, one of those who learned about the 

1860 presidential election, thinking that there wer 

just two candidates – Lincoln and Douglas? I’m not 

really a student of U.S. history, but my curiosity was 

piqued when Bruce Roberts and I visited Audrey 

Low, whose late husband, Tom Low was a longtime 

KPS member. Tom’s collection was mostly stamps 

and first day covers, but there were some older 

covers dating from the 1850’s and 1860’s. 
 

The one that caught my eye was the one below, a 

campaign cover for John C. Breckenridge. Bruce 

explained that he was the southern Democrat 

candidate, whereas Stephen A. Douglas was the 

northern Democrat representative.  

 

Further looking into that election, I found that 

electoral votes were actually split among four 

candidates: Lincoln, Douglas, Breckenridge, and 

John Bell, a Tennesseean representing the 

Constitutional Union Party. The map below shows 

how the electoral votes ended.  
 

 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_presidential_election,_1860 
 

Lincoln (Illinois) and Bell (Tennessee) won their 

home states, but Douglas (Illinois) and Breckenridge 

(Kentucky) did not. Lincoln, with 1,865,908 (39.7%) 

won 18 states and 180 electoral votes. Breckenridge 

came in third with popular votes (848,019 – 18.2%), 

but won 72 electoral votes. Bell was fourth in popular 

votes (590,901 – 12.6%), but third with 3 states and 

39 electoral votes. Douglas (why did I always think 

he came in second?) was second in popular votes 

(1,380,202 – 29.5%), but otherwise was a dismal 

fourth, winning only 1 state, and 12 electoral votes – 

three of which were from New Jersey, whose 

remaining 4 went to Lincoln. 
 

The account of attempts by the Democratic Party to 

select a ticket are amazing. At its 

initial convention in Charleston, 

SC, delegates were unable to 

concur on a nomination after 57 

ballots. And, by the way, our own 

senator at the time, Andrew 

Johnson, was an early nominee, but 

only managed to garner delegates 

from Tennessee. Subsequently, the 

party met at another convention in 

Baltimore, and Douglas received 

the votes needed to become the 

party’s candidate. 
 

Southern Democrats, who had left 

the Charleston convention, re-

convened in Richmond and then joined the 

Democratic convention in Baltimore. When 

replacement delegations were seated for South 

Carolina and Florida (which had stayed in 

Richmond), the other southern delegates left and 

subsequently nominated Breckenridge. 
 

The Constitutional Union Party – left over from the 

Whig Party – met in Baltimore. They selected John 

Bell over Sam Houston as their candidate. 
 

The Republicans, facing only their second 

presidential election, met in Chicago for their 

convention. Although William Seward, who later 

became Lincoln’s Secretary of State, was considered 

the front runner and led on the first two ballots, 

Lincoln took the lead on the third ballot and 

decisively won the nomination on the fourth.  
 

All of this information, and much more is from 

Wikipedia – click the link to the left or search for 

“United States Presidential Election, 1860.” (cont p. 4) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_presidential_election,_1860


 

 

 

This month’s KPS Meeting – Tuesday, April 7 
 

Continued from p. 3 
 

Intrigued by the cover from Tom Low’s collection 

and the history I found, I started looking for similar 

cachet covers for the other candidates. A simple 

Google search turned up examples of all. The stamps 

used are the typical 3 cent perforated Washington of 

that time (Scott 25, 26, or 26A).  
 

. 
 

 

A quick look at the illustrations on the Breckenridge, 

Lincoln, and Douglas covers shows a striking 

similarity in the artwork surrounding the portraits. 

The eagle is the same, and the style of the flags and 

shield are also similar. The vertical inscription at the 

far left on all three tells the rest of the story! All were 

printed by “S. Raynor, Envelope 

Manufacture, New-York.” Time for 

another Google search. 
 
 

A book, Patriotic Envelopes of the Civil 

War, by Steven R. Boyd (2010) includes 

a discussion of stationer Samuel Raynor, 

who not only printed campaign covers 

for all four candidates, but also 

published many Union patriotic covers 

during the Civil War. There are many 

other online references that mention 

Raynor and his company. 
 

The Breckenridge cover shown on page 

3, part of Tom Low’s estate, has been 

consigned to Regency Stamp Auctions 

for future sale. Stay tuned for the result, 

which we should know by the end of the 

year. 

 

 Mike Carmichael took a break from 

shopping to enjoy the exhibits at 

KnoxPEx 2015. 

 

It’s never to early to start thinking about 

our show – if you have thoughts or ideas, 

share them with KnoxPEx Show Chair, 

Bob Smith. 

 
 

Britain, the United States and the topic of 

Dinosaurs. An avid topical collector, 

Carol Costa of Ohio, collects Disney, 

Mark Twain (she exhibited at KnoxPEx 

this year) and new issues of WWI topics.  

Carol is a United States.  He is a member 

of the APS and Czechoslovak Philatelic 

Society. Gary Phillips of Andersonville, 

TN, specializes in stamps of WWII. A 

member of the APS and American First 

Day Cover Society, Vera Felts of 

Cartervil   
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Anniversaries in 2015 
 

Arriving in Paris on May 8 – Victory in Europe Day – 

70
th
 anniversary, we missed the grand parade on the 

Champs Élysées. I haven’t come across any 

commemorative stamps for that event, but many nations 

continue to issue stamps commemorating events of 

World War I during its centennial years. 
 

But it’s also the 800
th
 anniversary of the Magna Carta, 

the document that paved the way for many later 

declarations of rights, including the U.S. Bill of Rights. 
 

 
 

And, the international stamp show in London also 

celebrated the 175
th
 anniversary of the Penny Black, the 

world’s first adhesive postage stamp. I mailed the club a 

postcard with one of the new stamps, issued at the 

show. 
 

  
 

But what about 2016? What will we commemorate at 

KnoxPEx next year? Time to start thinking! 
 

 

Tom Broadhead 

President’s Column 
 

I tend to think that the year is half over at this point, but 

that doesn’t happen till July. Now we are approaching 

the end of spring and so far the weather has not 

disappointed by being too hot to soon. It has been a 

very pleasant spring, gardens are growing and 

blooming, and the sneezing season has started. 
 

The Saturday Stamp Sale seemed to go very well, and I 

believe that we made a few dollars for the club. I am so 

thankful for Bruce Roberts and his friends for all the 

work they have done putting all the stamps in boxes for 

us to peruse. I have been the beneficiary of all their hard 

work. We have some members that cannot make the 

Tuesday meetings, and these Saturday meetings are the 

connection we maintain with them. 
  

I also want to thank Bruce for the very informative talk 

he gave us on horsehead cancelations. I had never heard 

of such innovative thinking as was demonstrated by our 

Postmasters in the past. Maybe this continues, this 

morning there was a nice letter to the editor in the 

Maryville Daily Times about not taking our frustrations 

out on the people who serve us behind “the window” at 

the Post Office. I must admit that I too have heard 

people taking deficiencies of the Postal System out on 

some very nice and helpful servants of the system. 
   

I think that we may be able to get a new talk about the 

International Postal Exposition out of Tom Broadhead.  

I have heard that it is a lot like KnoxPEx but a little 

bigger with a few more bourses, and that the people 

have peculiar accents. 
   

On the same subject I believe we have several of our 

members who supported the Holston Stamp Expo in 

Johnson City.  I expect a wonderful report from Stu 

Hanlein at the meeting. 
   

Have fun Memorial Day Weekend. See you June 2 at 

7pm, earlier if you are shopping.    
     

Barbara Steverson  

 News 

 
APS Chapter 1189-119261 

    
Southeast Federation 

of Stamp Clubs 



 

 

 

Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting –  

May 5, 2015 
 

The Knoxville Philatelic Society met at the Tennessee 

Valley Unitarian Universalist Church on Tuesday, May 

5, 2015 for the regular monthly meeting. There were 29 

members in attendance.  President Barbara Steverson 

presided. Thomas Lane presented the Treasurer’s 

report.  At the end of April, 2015, the club had cash 

assets of $10,260.95.  Income for the month of April 

was $4,896.36, expense and other out-go was 

$5,155.20. The Treasurer’s report was approved as 

presented. 
 

Tom Ringenbach reported on nominations. Bob Smith 

and Randy Haese have agreed to stand as directors.  

Mike Downs agreed to serve out a one year unexpired 

term. All were elected unanimously. 
 

New business:  Passed a $25 contribution to the 

Tennessee Postal Society. Other announcements: (1) 

HolPex show will have 6 dealers at Johnson City this 

weekend. (2) KnoxPEx 2016 hotel costs are increasing 

markedly.  Proposal: later Friday room set up, no 

increase in dealer fees. Call launched for members to 

seek out and recommend alternatives for 2017. (3) A 

new member was introduced. 
 

Adjournment at 7:25 PM. 

Program:  Bruce Roberts discussed the Knoxville 

Horse Head Cancels of the 1860’s vs. the Skinner-Eno 

Cancels reference book. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

John Smartt, secretary 

Knoxville Philatelic Society Board of 

Directors Meeting – May 5, 2015 
 

The board of directors of the Knoxville Philatelic 

Society met at the Tennessee Valley Unitarian Uni-

versalist Church at 6 PM on Tuesday, May 5, 2015.  

There were six directors/officers in attendance.  Presi-

dent Barbara Steverson presided. (photo below from 

Bruce Roberts) 
   

Tom Ringenbach reported on nominations for officers.  

For the two two-year terms the nominees are Randy 

Haese and Bob Smith.  A volunteer will be sought 

during the membership meeting to fill a one year 

unexpired term. 
 

KnoxPEx 2016: Thomas Lane reported on three 

proposed budgets as a result of the Holiday Inn steeply 

increasing rental costs.  Consensus was a later (7 PM) 

dealer check-in time, a parlor suite for earlier arrivals, 

and no increase in dealer fees. Plan to be presented to 

the membership. 
 

Adjournment at 6:40 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

John Smartt, secretary 

 

Upcoming Events 
   June 2 – KPS monthly meeting – program TBA 

   June 30 – KPS fifth Tuesday meeting – swap and shop! 

   July 7 – KPS monthly meeting – program TBA 

   August 4 – KPS monthly meeting – program TBA 

                   KPS Board meeting at 6:00 

   August 22 – KPS Special Saturday Meeting – swap and 

                   shop! Place TBA 

 

Stamp of the Month 
  

This month’s stamp is the one euro-cent denomination 

of the latest French definitive series featuring the 

female allegorical figure for France – 

“Marianne.” Printed in yellow, it is 

almost invisible at a distance. These 

stamps are a gift from Tom Broadhead, 

puchased at the 24/7 stationery shop in 

Paris – le Carré d’Encre.   

The Knoxville Philatelic Society meets at 7:00 pm 

on the 1
st
 and 5

th
 Tuesdays of each month at the 

Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church at 

2931 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919.    

Annual dues are $15.00. 
   

KPS Officers: 

    President          Barbara Steverson 

    Past President         Tom Ringenbach 

    Vice President         Dave Anderson 

    Treasurer         Thomas Lane 

    Secretary         John Smartt 

    Directors                  Mike Downs, Randy Haese, 

                                          Bob Smith, Dave Warfel 

APS Representative    Jim Pettway   

  & KPS communications     jbpettway@comcast.net 
 

Requests for information and submissions of 

articles and short notes of philatelic interest for the 

newsletter may be directed to Tom Broadhead, 

KPS, P.O. Box 50422, Knoxville, TN 37950-0422 

– or by e-mail to tomwb50@aol.com. 



 

 

 

Gerald’s and Tom’s Excellent Adventure 
By Tom Broadhead (photos by Tom and Gerald Schroedl) 

 

We had talked for more than a year about going to 

the London international show, and the time had 

come. For Gerald, about the 12
th
 time to London and 

2
nd

 to Paris. For me, 4
th

 time each place. Or, as I told 

some friends – Paris, Tennessee and London, 

Kentucky. 
 

Getting there was a bit challenging. Bad weather in 

DC meant a delayed landing and run to catch the 

overnight flight to Paris. Luggage did not run as fast 

as we did, but was only a day late arriving at our 

hotel. 
 

Stamping in Paris has two priorities: the open air 

market on the Avenue Gabriel (it’s been running for 

more than 100 years!) and the many shops on the Rue 

Drouot (slim pickings for us). We spent two days 

pouring over buckets of covers brought by Gerald 

Prins (below right with Schroedl at left). He brought 

a totally new van load each day! 
 

 
 

But, there was more! A recent article in Linn’s 

mentioned a stationery store, open 24/7, that sold 

current stamps. It wasn’t difficult to find, and I 

bought two sheets of 100 low denomination French 

stamps for the club newsletter (below). 
 

 

There was much more to do, non-philatelically, 

including climbing the spiral staircase to the top of 

the Arc de Triomphe, climbing the 600 steps to the 

2
nd

 level of the Eifel Tower, and strolling through 

many museums and many stations on the Paris Metro 

– its subway system. 
 

After a week in the City of Light, it was time to catch 

the EuroStar train through the Chunnel to London for 

the 2015 International Stamp Show! The show was in 

the London Design Center, a former transit station 

that had the inside look of a train terminus. 

 
 

Above, you can see part of the show on the first floor 

foreground and extensive dealer bourse above on the 

second level. On the left side there were even more 

dealers at the third level. 
  

 
 

The dealer bourse was busy, and cover and postal 

history dealers were abundant. There was only one 

fdc/recent stamp booth – all British. Dealers that sold 

stamps mostly were at the high end. The vast 

majority of dealers were European, which gave me 

many opportunities to look for French covers and 

Gerald was successful in French West Africa and 

Caribbean colonies postal history. Continued on page 4 

  



 

 

 

This month’s KPS Meeting – Tuesday, June 2 
 

Continued from p. 3 
 

At the right side of the hall, on the third level were 

the exhibits. Along the balcony were some great 

highlights, including the recently discovered copper 

plate used to print the famous Mauritius “Post 

Office” stamps (image photographically cropped 

below). 
 

 
 

Another highlight was one of Arnold Machin’s 

plaster cameo busts of Queen Elizabeth II (below), 

used for the design of the very popular Machin 

definitive series of British stamps. The show marked 

the 175
th
 anniversary of the Penny Black, and 

pictures and examples seemed to be everywhere! 
 

 
 

The Confederate Stamp Alliance ventured “across the 

pond” for the first time meeting outside the US. CSA 

exhibits were in a special area on the third floor 

balcony and included a three frame exhibit of 

Arkansas postal history during the American Civil 

War by KPS member, Bruce Roberts. I had seen 

Bruce’s larger exhibit before, and it seemed strange 

to have to travel to London to see this part! 
 

Another important booth on the third level balcony 

was the one promoting New York 2016 – our 

international show only a little more than a year 

away! APS leaders Wade Sadi and Alex Haimann 

were among others there, collecting names – and 

donations. http://ny2016.org  

 

The competitive exhibits were great in their diversity, 

complexity, and beauty. They were spread over two 

levels and three rooms adjacent to the balcony 

exhibits. I liked the vertical format of the frames, but 

it was a little challenging seeing the tops of the top 

pages. 
 

 
 

Again, in the exhibits, there was an abundance of 

postal history and philatelic covers. Nonetheless, rare 

stamps also graced many exhibits. 
 

In London, there was still time to catch a local stamp 

show, the Assyrian, Greek, and Egyptian galleries at 

the British Museum, the Imperial War Museum with 

its moving Holocaust Exhibit, the Dockyards 

Museum, and many more. 
 

After two great weeks, it was time to head back to 

Knoxville. Arriving at Heathrow, we were informed 

that our flight to DC had been cancelled. Among 

other options were offered a flight from London to 

San Francisco to Houston to Knoxville – which was 

declined with laughter. Made it on Wednesday, May 

20 (via Atlanta) – only a day late. Glad to be back. 
 

Don’t Miss the Next KPS Meeting! 
 

 
 

Make the most of your summer – attend KPS 

meetings. (Photo from Bruce Roberts). 

http://ny2016.org/
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Whew! It’s Hot out There! 
 

After a winter with some very cold temperatures and a 

spring with quite a mix, the late spring – early summer 

transition has been from hot to hot. And, it’s been more 

than just a little dry, even with some rain from the 

remnants of Tropical Storm Bill. 
 

The US and many other countries have issued stamps 

related to solar power and its uses. One of the first of 

these  was  with  our  own  Knoxville World’s Fair  in 
 

 
 

1982. Solar power was featured on one of the 

commemorative stamps. Nice and bright, it makes me 

hot to look at it. 
 

In 2011, we again had 

a stamp extolling the 

virtues of solar power. 

How many of you 

hang clothes outside to 

air dry and get that 

fresh scent? 
 

While you’re thinking 

cool thoughts, start 

thinking about a theme 

for our next show. 

What will we commemorate at KnoxPEx next year? It’s 

time to start planning – let’s discuss at the KPS 

meeting! 
 

Tom Broadhead 

President’s Column 
 

Now it really is summer and the temperatures are 

showing it. We’re having a heat wave, a tropical heat 

wave. June’s meeting was very nice. We had little 

business, and the program was short, so we managed to 

have lots of time to devote to new purchases. And we 

had quite a large stock to pick from, as our stamp 

acquisition team has been working diligently and 

getting the new stock from the March Regency auction 

into the boxes and books.  
 

We chose to go to Maryville for our December meeting 

(dinner) and I am in the process of pinning down the 

place. I will let you know the firm commitment at the 

next meeting which is July 7. We do have a 5th Tuesday 

this Month June 30th.   
 

Again this year we have a great new board and officers 

for our club.  I really do appreciate that Bob Smith is 

again taking control of KnoxPEx – that is such a big 

job. The committee is working diligently on the by-laws 

so that we are going to be able to change to a 501c3 

from 501c7. It will make a difference when we are pur-

chasing things for the club. Check your newsletter for 

information on the new board members.  If you have 

any ideas or suggestions that you think will help the 

club, please make sure that you pass the info on to any 

board member and we will process it and bring it back 

to the meeting 
 

This month we were able to get volunteers to help 

Gerald Schrodel with his plans for a cachet and cancel 

for the John Sevier death bicentennial at his home, 

Marble Springs. This will garner us some different 

sources for publicity for the 

club.   
 

Looking forward to hearing 

Stu Hanlein give the July 

program on Birthday Col-

lections. 
     

Barbara Steverson  

 News 

 
APS Chapter 1189-119261 

    
Southeast Federation 

of Stamp Clubs 
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Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting –  

June 2, 2015 
 

The Knoxville Philatelic Society met at the Tennessee 

Valley Unitarian Universalist Church on Tuesday, June 

2, 2015 for the regular monthly meeting. There were 24 

members in attendance.  President Barbara Steverson 

presided. Thomas Lane presented the Treasurer’s 

report.  At the end of May, 2015, the club had cash 

assets of $10,302.15.  Income for the month of May was 

$2,892.78, expense and other out-go was $2,324.22. 

The Treasurer’s report was approved as presented. 
 

Old business: Tom Broadhead announced that he is 

working on a draft of the by-laws. 
 

New business:  Gerald Schroedl asked the club to 

support a cachet and cancel for the upcoming 200th 

anniversary of the death of John Sevier, Tennessee’s 

first governor. The Marble Springs historical site will 

reimburse for expenses. Request was approved. 
 

Barbara Steverson and Stu Hanlein led a discussion 

of possible venues for KnoxPEx, given the large price 

increase for next year. Thoughts raised included moving 

the date, having it at a high school gym, and relocating 

to a nearby town, such as Maryville or Oak Ridge. This 

will remain a topic of discussion. 
 

Announcements: Dave Anderson asked members to 

send him requests for their nametags. Dave also 

announced programs for August and September and 

requested a volunteer for the November program. 
 

Barbara Steverson requested that planning begin for 

the December holiday dinner. Ideas raised were Miss 

Olivia’s and RJ Courtyard in Maryville. 
 

Tom Broadhead made an appeal for newsletter notes 

and articles. 
 

Adjournment at 7:37 PM. 

There was no program. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tom Broadhead, interim, secretary 

 

Mixing Pleasure with Pleasure 
By Stu Hanlein 
 

Thanks to my attendance at my 55th Johns Hopskins 

reunion in Baltimore I was able to attend a precancel 

event I would have otherwise missed. My reunion was 

the week before and my wife and I planned to spend 

some time with our son and family 

in Maryland after my reunion – a 

great fit! I was getting excited 

about seeing some good friends and 

maybe adding a few more TN 

denoms to my collection. Not only 

did I acquire some new TN denoms 

but I also was in the right place to 

get about 25 TN precancelled envelopes from the 

author of the very same catalog--Dave Smith. It was 

amazing to see Dave go through a stack of precancelled 

envelopes and catalog them without looking at his 

catalog--I was impressed!!  
 

 

Upcoming Events 
   July 7 – KPS monthly meeting – program “Collecting  

                   Birthdays” by Stu Hanlein 

   August 4 – KPS monthly meeting – program “Stamping 

                   in Europe” by Tom Broadhead 

                   KPS Board meeting at 6:00 

   TBD – KPS Special Saturday Meeting will be resche- 

                   duled from August 22 – swap and shop! 

                   10 AM – 2 PM, Peace Lutheran Church,   

                   621 N. Cedar Bluff Rd, Knoxville 

   August 22-23 – Summer Stamp Show, Holiday Inn 

                   Cedar Bluff. Organized by Bill Vance. 

 

Stamp of the Month 
  

This month’s stamp is the 2 centavos 

definitive (Scott N13) issued by Japan 

in 1943 for its occupation of the 

Philippines. These stamps come to us 

from a recent acquisition of the KPS 

Stamp Acquisition Committee.   

The Knoxville Philatelic Society meets at 7:00 pm 

on the 1st and 5th Tuesdays of each month at the 

Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church at 

2931 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919.    

Annual dues are $15.00. 
   

KPS Officers: 

    President          Barbara Steverson 

    Past President         Tom Ringenbach 

    Vice President         Dave Anderson 

    Treasurer         Thomas Lane 

    Secretary         John Smartt 

    Directors                  Mike Downs, Randy Haese, 

                                          Bob Smith, Dave Warfel 

APS Representative    Jim Pettway   

  & KPS communications     jbpettway@comcast.net 
 

Requests for information and submissions of 

articles and short notes of philatelic interest for the 

newsletter may be directed to Tom Broadhead, 

KPS, P.O. Box 50422, Knoxville, TN 37950-0422 

– or by e-mail to tomwb50@aol.com. 



 

 

 

Hinges! 
By Stu Hanlein 

 

The following is the correspondence between KPS 

member Stu Hanlein and Tom Horn, who published an 

article, “Stamp Hinge Frequently Asked Questions: The 

Hunt Continues for a New Peelable Hinge” in the June 

2015 American Philatelist. 
 

Attn:  Tom Horn:  

As a seeker of reliable peelable hinges, I was elated to 

read your article in the Sales Talk column of the June 

2015 edition of the American Philatelist.  I have been 

collecting hinges whenever I see a new brand or one 

that I am not familiar with from the past.  Would it be 

possible to get a list or better yet a color scanned copy 

of the different packages you have purchased.  I will 

happily send you the same data on the ones I have in my 

collection – I also have obtained several different 

printings from the same 

company, just to add a little 

flavor to the collection.  My 

favorite prior to settling in 

on Dennisons was a brand 

called IDEAL made in 

England and supplied in a 

small box, unfolded, of 

course,  You probably 

remember these because of 

the small stacking column 

device which one placed 

the hinges for easy handling 

(there was one shown in a 

previous article in our magazine a few years ago).  I 

recently obtained some similar ones packaged in a 

glassine from a Swiss dealer but they are too brittle--

probably from aging on the shelf.  I have attached a 

scan of 4 packages for your comment. 
 

Horn’s reply: 

    Thank you for your notes on the article I wrote.  Of 

the 4 packs of hinges in your attachment, the bottom 2 

are not familiar. The top left is one of the latest packs of 

Dennison's before they were bought out by Avery (35-

40 years ago) and the one on the right is a knock-off, 

spelling Dennison as DennisEn.  These were sold in 

Canada and might be Oriental in origin.  

    I do not have a lab for testing hinges, but I do try 

ones from new packaging on occasion. Our Education 

Department has a wide range of hinges that were parts 

of collection donations to the APS, a few of which were 

pictured in the article. We have some from Canada and 

Europe that were peelable, but are no longer being 

manufactured.  A couple of hinges that are available 

now are G&K from Subway Stamp Shop in Altoona, 

PA and PSP Manufacturing of Milwaukee, WI, but they 

have not shown good peelability.  

 

    I spoke with the one member, who tested self-

adhesive hinges and was mentioned in the article, and 

he sent me examples of his hinges that perform very 

well in the 20 years he has been testing.  I must say that 

they are impressive.  We will be studying them, but it 

may be a while until we can make some conclusions.  

    Self-adhesive hinges would face an uphill battle for 

acceptance with collectors is they show any adhesive 

migration to the stamp, even though hinges leave a 

more noticeable residue.  

    Thanks again for your feedback.  
 

Stu’s reply: 
Thanks so much for taking the time to respond to my 

email.  I especially found it interesting in the APS 

article that the formula and process records were 

destroyed.  Someone must have been very upset with 

collectors in general or the suppliers--did they not have 

a patent on their process?  
   

I am sending you some more scans of some of the hinge 

packages that I could find quickly--the rest are stored 

away (I hope!).  The first scan is of 3 different package 

covers for G & K--I have had mixed results with these.  

(My experience, in general, is, if the hinge package is 

"expanded" or puffed up the quality of the hinges is not 

that good.)  

 
   

The second scan is of 2 

different color Supersafe 

hinge packages, these 

usually tend to curl up and 

have to be separated 

individually taking more 

time to put stamps in your 

albums.  I also included a 

package of IDEAL which 

unfortunately are not 

the hinges that I used to get 
from England some 50 

years ago and are puffed up 

to boot.  
 

Continued on p. 4 
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Continued from p. 3 

 

 
The third scan is of 3 German made PRINZ stamp 

hinges.  There are 2 different package designs and 3 

different color variations (maybe a stretch, as it appears 

that they were running low on ink on the faded one). 

 
   

The fourth scan is 2 packs of Uni-Safe hinges from 

Canada in a dark & light blue border color variation.  

They adhered too well for me and were less peelable.  

The other package is manufactured by WESTERN 

STAMPS AND COIN COMPANY and the hinges are 

green in color much like the ones that Subway produced 

in a clear package at one time.  These are uniformly cut 

and adhere and peel well but I don't know where to find 

any more of them--any help would be appreciated.  
   

  

 

The fifth scan shows 2 

different package designs 

from LINDNER and one 

from LIGHTHOUSE both 

well known for their 

hingeless stamp albums.  

Both of these are excellent 

hinges for adhering and 

peeling.  Both of these 

hinges tend to clump and 

have to be separated for 

use.  (I have been using the 

Lindner hinges recently as 

they are slightly less 

expensive and separate 

fairly easily).  

 
 
   

The last scan has 2 packages of FOLD-O-HINGES-the 

red are folded and the green are flat, made by Harold 

Cohn & Co.  These are as close to the best Dennison 

hinges I have used but 

again, I don't know where 

to find them other than in 

auctions.  The STANLEY 

GIBBONS hinges are 

good but sometimes don't 

peel off that well for me.  

The WHITMAN Pre--

folded Stamp Hinges 

came in a lot that I 

purchased a while back--

the price label would seem 

to place it back a few 

years ago and it was 

empty so I cannot 

comment on the quality.  
 
   

I would be interested in your experience with any of 

these hinges and would be pleased to see scans of any 

other packages as well.  Thanks again for your article 

that stimulated this correspondence. 
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Loss of a Friend 
 

Jo Mynatt Large, a charter member of our club, passed 

away earlier this year on February 15. Jo was an active 

KPS member, who served many years as secretary back 

when we met at the MLB Center. She was a contributor 

to the KPS newsletter. Jo and her late husband, Ron 

Mynatt, also were stamp dealers back in the 1980’s.  
 

Jo had many philatelic interests and was a U.S. and 

worldwide collector. She was also a talented muscian, 

playing the traditional auto harp for many community 

groups, assisted living facilities, and at a KPS holiday 

dinner a few years ago. Jo also taught piano, did crochet 

work, and had helped husband Ron in his plumbing 

business. Her late parents, Herbert and Barbara De 

Armond, were also members of our club. 
 

 
 

Jo and Ron had left the club for a few years, but I 

bumped into them shopping a few years ago and was 

delighted that they rejoined KPS. We will all miss Jo’s 

smile, positive outlook, and eagerness to help. 
 

Tom Broadhead 

President’s Column 
 

This article is harder to write because I have to use just 

two fingers. As many of you know I tangled with a 

slicer (not mechanical) and the slicer won. I received 16 

stitches to my right thumb on the 4th of July. There is a 

guard for a reason as I found out making coleslaw. 
    

This year it seems that there were more fireworks than 

usual in our neighborhood, maybe because we had a 

nice wet week prior to the fourth. It reminded me of the 

celebration stamp that the USPS has out. The stamp 

elicits feelings of patriotism from me and also feelings 

of happiness.  I hope that everyone had a great 4th. 
  

Weather is again making our front page news, there 

were a couple of tornadoes that touched down in East 

TN this week. I hope nobody in the club suffered any 

damage. We had 4½ inches of rain in one day this 

week, the garden loved it, and the tomatoes are on 

schedule for the Grainger County Tomato Festival.  

There was another festival a 

couple weeks ago in Corryton, 

The Day Lilly Festival.  I think 

that someone must have 

visited Oakes Farm when they 

were doing the Day Lilly 

Stamps, the colors were so 

vivid just like the stamps. 
 

Tom is in China and seems to be enjoying the whole 

experience, I think he should give a program upon his 

return. If you are able to provide a program for the club 

please contact Dave Anderson. Do we have anyone who 

collects Cuba or Iran? 
 

We have a board meeting at 6 before the regular 

meeting in August.  There is also a Saturday meeting on 

August 15 at Peace Lutheran Church. It was moved 

forward because Bill Vance has his bourse on August 

22.  August should be a very busy month for stamp 

collectors. 
     

Barbara Steverson  

 News 

 
APS Chapter 1189-119261 

    
Southeast Federation 

of Stamp Clubs 



 

 

 

Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting –  

July 7, 2015 
 

The Knoxville Philatelic Society met at the Tennessee 

Valley Unitarian Universalist Church on Tuesday, July 

7, 2015 for the regular monthly meeting. There were 19 

members and 2 guests members in attendance.  

President Barbara Steverson presided.  
 

Minutes from the last meeting, previously published, 

were accepted without change. There was no treasurer’s 

report. 
 

Announcements: Tom Ringenbach announced that 

Brian Steverson’s book was reviewed in the local 

Catholic press. KPS is in need of a webmaster. Lori 

Williams was suggested. 
 

Stu Hanlein gave the program – “Birthdays.” He talked 

about his collection of postcards that were postmarked 

on his birthday. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

John Smartt, 
 

Do You Have a Topic to Share? 
 

KPS News is in need of your articles and short notes. 

Share your collecting interests, past, present, and future 

with fellow KPS members. You never know you’re 

your interest might match that of another member and 

lead to some great collecting tips and stamp exchanges. 
 

Send your files as Word documents with separate JPEG 

files of your images to Tom Broadhead. Most articles 

appear in the next club news. 

October KPS Live Auction 
 

One of the liveliest programs on the KPS event 

calendar is the annual live auction for members at the 

October monthly meeting. October is Stamp Collecting 

Month, and there is not a much more appropriate way 

to celebrate that than by having a stamp auction. 
 

Next month’s newsletter will include the auction form 

for you to complete with descriptions of the stamps, 

covers, books, ephemera, and other items you wish to 

sell. There is no seller’s or buyer’s premium or 

minimum charge for unsold lots. Whether your item 

sells for $100 or for just 1 cent, you keep all the sales 

proceeds! 
 

Start getting your lots together and figure out how 

much you want to price them. Then, come to the 

October meeting ready to sell (and buy). 

 

Upcoming Events 
If you have a program to give at a KPS meeting, let 

vice president and program chair, Dave Anderson, 

know. 

 
   August 4 – KPS monthly meeting – program “More on  

                   E-Bay Selling” in Europe” by Bob Smith 

                   KPS Board meeting at 6:00 

   August 15 – KPS Special Saturday Meeting resche- 

                   duled from August 22 – swap and shop! 

                   10 AM – 2 PM, Peace Lutheran Church,   

                   621 N. Cedar Bluff Rd, Knoxville 

   August 22-23 – Summer Stamp Show, Holiday Inn 

                   Cedar Bluff. Organized by Bill Vance. 

   September 1 – KPS monthly meeting – program TBA 

   September 29 – KPS 5th Tuesday meeting – swapping 

                   and buying! 

   October 6 – KPS monthly meeting – Stamp Collecting 

                    Month Live Auction 
 

Stamp of the Month 
  

This month’s stamp is a 1 eurocent definitive issued 

this year for the French Southern and Antaractic 

Territories (Terres Australes et 

Antarctiques Françaises) among the most 

remote stamp-issuing entities in the 

world.  It consists of several groups of 

sparsely inhabited islands and a slice of 

the Antarctic continent - Adélie Land. 

The summer population overall is about 

300, which drops to about 150 during the southern 

winter. This stamp is not yet in the Scott catalog, and 

these are a gift from Tom Broadhead, who purchased 

them this summer in Paris.   

The Knoxville Philatelic Society meets at 7:00 pm 

on the 1st and 5th Tuesdays of each month at the 

Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church at 

2931 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919.    

Annual dues are $15.00. 
   

KPS Officers: 

    President          Barbara Steverson 

    Past President         Tom Ringenbach 

    Vice President         Dave Anderson 

    Treasurer         Thomas Lane 

    Secretary         John Smartt 

    Directors                  Mike Downs, Randy Haese, 

                                          Bob Smith, Dave Warfel 

APS Representative    Jim Pettway   

  & KPS communications     jbpettway@comcast.net 
 

Requests for information and submissions of 

articles and short notes of philatelic interest for the 

newsletter may be directed to Tom Broadhead, 

KPS, P.O. Box 50422, Knoxville, TN 37950-0422 

– or by e-mail to tomwb50@aol.com. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ad%C3%A9lie_Land


 

 

 

Hingeless Albums: A Non-Sticky Alternative! 
By Dave Anderson 

 

Since winning the Penny Black in the KnoxPEx 

drawing about four year ago, I have been getting 

seriously into stamp collecting, something I had 

previously only done briefly as a teenager, and that 

consisted primarily of buying plate blocks at the local 

post office. My new found friends and enthusiasts in 

KPS have made stamp collecting both fascinating and 

enjoyable, a good break from life’s routines and 

stresses. However, be-cause I started collecting late 

in life, I quickly realized organizing and displaying 

stamps re-quires a lot of work, and I had to plan my 

ap-proach carefully. A critical choice every collec-tor 

must make when it comes to displaying stamps is to 

use either (1) individual hinges or mounts, or (2) 

hingeless albums. Stu Hanlein provided a wonderful 

discussion about hinges in the last issue, and I want 

to say up front I have nothing against the use of 

hinges. But I decided to go hingeless from the start, 

and have been very happy with my decision.  
 

But what is a hingeless album, and how can they be 

obtained? Hingeless albums are stamp albums with 

the mounts already in place. They typically have 

clear mounts over the images of the stamps, which 

are printed on what are otherwise typical album 

pages (Figure 1). It is easy to slide stamps into these 

mounts using tongs.  
 

 
 

Example of a hingeless mount. There are many 

different mounting styles (Image courtesy of 

http://ajward.tripod.com/stamps/img/hingeless.gif).  
 

There are several major brands of hingeless albums, 

such as Davo, Kabe, Lighthouse, Lindner, Scott, 

Schaubek, to name a few of the more popular 

products. All of these are fairly expensive if 

purchased new, on the order of $100 to $200 and up 

per volume, which typically includes the cover, some 

50 or so pages with images of stamps and the mounts, 

and sometimes a slipcase. For many countries several 

albums are needed to have a complete run, with the 

numbers varying depending on the company and the 

country. Some hingeless albums, further-more, are  
 

more nearly complete than others in terms of having 

spaces for souvenir sheets, errors, color variations, 

and rarities, so care must be taken to acquire the 

album that is right for what you collect. Supplements 

can be expensive, furthermore, and must be 

purchased annually, but since new albums come out 

every few years for most countries, the cost of an 

updated album is usually much less than the cost of a 

few years of supplements. 
 

There are distinct advantages to hingeless albums. 

They are typically very attractive volumes, often with 

the country name and seal on the cover, and leather 

or faux leather bound, as befitting their price. Hold-

ing them and turning the pages can be an aesthetic 

experience. Never having to put a hinge on a stamp, 

furthermore, means the condition and hence value 

remains uncompromised, and they can be moved 

from album to album without the damage removing 

hinges can sometimes bring. Most importantly, not 

having to deal with hinges or working up individual 

hingeless mounts means I can spend my time looking 

at the stamps, and not trying to figure out the proper 

size and placement of the mounts, or the potential 

damage a hinge might due, much less pay for these 

materials. Some people enjoy working with hinges or 

mounts, but I don’t… just figuring out sizes is far too 

frustrating for me. I’d rather spend my time flipping 

through the albums, and hunting and adding any 

missing stamps. 
 

There are, however, some disadvantages to using 

hingeless albums. Working with mounts is still 

sometimes necessary is if one has become creased or 

comes loose and must be replaced. That can happen 

with older albums, and even some new albums 

occasionally come missing a mount or two. Unless 

the mount is tight, furthermore, the stamps can slide 

out. I sometimes keep two or three stamps in a 

mount, and the more present, the greater the 

likelihood than some will come out. Likewise, 

because different companies produce albums in 

different sizes and colors, and with or without 

slipcases, care must be taken to avoid your collection 

becoming a visual hodgepodge of differing volumes. 

I don’t mind it, but try to stay with one type of album 

per country, to maintain a standardized appearance. A 

final disadvantage is that they can be very expensive 

if purchased new, although I think compared to the 

time and efforts mounts require, their comparative 

cost is probably not very different. 
                                                                                          Continued on p. 4 
 

http://ajward.tripod.com/stamps/img/hingeless.gif
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Continued from p. 3 

 

Fortunately, acquiring hingeless stamp albums can 

cost far less than one might think. Stamp collections 

in hingeless albums are coming up for sale all the 

time, and it is often possible to buy complete (for 

newer issues) as well as less complete collections (for 

classic pre-1940 stamps) in the albums for the same 

price as new hingeless albums without stamps cost. 

Over the past several years I have acquired some 50 

hingeless albums covering the dozen or so countries I 

focus on, and have only rarely paid more than $150 

or $250 per album (Figure 2).  
 

 
An example of a page from a Barbuda (photo-

graphically cropped). I have an Austrian stamp 

collection spanning 1950-1988 MNH complete in a 

Lighthouse hingeless album that I purchased for 

under $200 (Every page can be seen at 

http://www.amsterdamstamps.com/lot/25724) 

 

All of these albums were partially to completely 

filled with stamps, furthermore, many MNH for more 

recent issues after ca. 1950. Collections with used 

stamps in hingeless albums, furthermore, typically go 

for far lower prices than those with MNH stamps. So 

real bargains can be found. All is required is the time 

and patience to wait for the right opportunity, and 

care not to bid beyond what one is willing to pay. 

Since many online dealers post pictures of every page 

in the collections they sell (at least those with stamps 

on them), as well of the album covers themselves, a 

collector typically see what stamps and  pages  he/she  

 
 

is getting before bidding. Buyers need to be careful, 

however, since some dealers pull the pages with 

souvenir sheets or back of the book stamps on them 

and sell them separately. So if you don’t see a page 

listed or illustrated, contact the seller and determine if 

it is present before buying.  
 

I have found buying and using hingeless albums this 

way to be both affordable and satisfying, and a good 

way to rapidly build up a nice collection. My goal as 

a stamp collector is to never to lick a hinge, and so 

far I have held to that goal. 
 

For additional information: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CNNRi5BnjUY 

http://www.stamp-collecting-resource.com/stamp-

albums.html  

https://www.stampexchange.com/threads/hingeless-

stamp-album-worth-it.3829  

 

John Sevier Death Bicentennary 

Observance in Knoxville, September 24 
By Tom Broadhead 
 

Next month will bring an important local celebration, 

the 200th anniversary of the death of Tennessee’s first 

governor. Its celebration will take place at Marble 

Springs, Sevier’s home from 1801-1815, located at 

1220 W. Governor John Sevier Highway, Knoxville, 

37920. 
 

KPS member Gerald Schroedl is a member of the 

board of the Marble Springs State Historic Site and is 

leading the effort for postal recognition of the event. 

The special postal cancel design by Tom Broadhead 

has been approved by the USPS, and a full color 

cachet is being designed by Ralph Dinwiddie.   

 
 
200th Death Anniversary 
 

September 24, 2015 
Marble Springs Station 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37920 
 

Learn more about one of our local historical treasures 

and upcoming events at www.marblesprings.net. 

There is also a combo ticket that can be purchased at 

each participating historic home. More information 

about historic sites in and around Knoxville is at 

www.knoxheritage.org.  

John Sevier 1745 - 1815 

http://www.amsterdamstamps.com/lot/25724/100
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CNNRi5BnjUY
http://www.stamp-collecting-resource.com/stamp-albums.html
http://www.stamp-collecting-resource.com/stamp-albums.html
https://www.stampexchange.com/threads/hingeless-stamp-album-worth-it.3829/
https://www.stampexchange.com/threads/hingeless-stamp-album-worth-it.3829/
http://www.marblesprings.net/
http://www.knoxheritage.org/


 

 

       September 2015    

          Volume 2015, Number 9 
 

               Tom Broadhead, Editor 
=                   Ralph Dinwiddie, Publisher 

                                 KPS - P.O. Box 50422 
               Knoxville, TN  37950-0422 

       

                 http://knoxstamps.com 
                          www.sefsc.org/knoxville-philatelic-society.html  
                       http://stamps.org/DisplayPage/aspx?id=69 

 

Getting Ready for KnoxPEx 2016! 
 

This is the time of year when we start working on our 

spring stamp show, KnoxPEx. The first step is selecting 

a show theme. Once that is done, publicity can follow, 

and we will have notices in philatelic publications and 

web sites by mid-fall. 
 

KPS President, Barbara Steverson mentions that a 

celebration of the National Park Service has been 

proposed. The 100
th
 Anniversary of the NPS will be 

celebrated next August 25. With the Great Smoky 

Mountain National Park in our back yard, this is a 

natural theme for our show. The NPS started publicity 

more than a year ago, and great information can be 

found at http://www.nationalparks.org/our-work/ 

celebrating-100-years-service.  
 

A logo, shown here, 

has been selected for 

the anniversary. 

 

 

 
 

And, did you know that the Great Smoky Mountain 

National Park was selected in 2003 as a UNESCO 

World Heritage site? Yes, and there were UN stamps 

from all three offices issued to commemorate that! 
 

 
 

Tom Broadhead 

President’s Column 
 

When you receive this newsletter hopefully I will have 

returned from a lovely vacation to Russia. I will miss 

seeing Dave Anderson as acting President, which 

should be good.  Sales from August were fantastic and 

we gave our Stamp Acquisition Committee plenty of 

money to get new inventory.  I am sure they will do a 

great job and we will have many opportunities to fill out 

our collections.  
 

We had a Saturday stamp sale and also Bill Vance’s 

Sale to keep us busy till we are able to get new material.   
  

We have a new committee now.  It is the web devel-

opment committee.  Dave Anderson, Bob Smith, and 

Bruce Roberts have agreed to serve on this committee.  

It should prove to be most helpful in the future with 

sales and communications. 
   

We have a suggestion for our 

KnoxPEx Show in March; it is 

the celebration of the National 

Park System.  We are so 

fortunate to live so near to Our 

Great Smoky Mountain Park.  If 

anyone has a better suggestion 

or wants a discussion please 

contact Bob Smith, our chair for 

the show.   
 

I am looking forward to our club 

auction in October, remember 

only 10 lots per person and they must be labeled and 

registered prior to the opening of the auction.   
 

Thanks to Dan Hubbard for his show and tell at the 

August meeting.  We always enjoy seeing new things. 
 

Our Holiday Dinner will be at Miss Olivia’s Table in 

Maryville. Remember there will NOT be a 5
th
 Tuesday 

meeting in December as the church is closed.   
     

Barbara Steverson  

 News 

 
APS Chapter 1189-119261 

    
Southeast Federation 

of Stamp Clubs 

http://www.nationalparks.org/our-work/
http://www.nationalparks.org/our-work/celebrating-100-years-service


 

 

 

Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting –  

August 4, 2015 
 

The Knoxville Philatelic Society met at the Tennessee 

Valley Unitarian Universalist Church on Tuesday, 

August 4, 2015 for the regular monthly meeting. There 

were 35 members and 3 guests members in attendance.  

President Barbara Steverson presided.  
 

Minutes from the last meeting were not available by 

meeting time. Thomas Lane presented the Treasurer’s 

report.  At the end of June, 2015, the club had cash 

assets of $12,602.86.  Receipts for the month then ended 

were $884, out-go was $512. The Treasurer’s report was 

approved as presented. 
 

Announcements: The August 15
th
 Saturday meeting will 

be at Grace Lutheran Church, Cedar Bluff, Knoxville. 

Program chair Dave Anderson needs programs for the 

fall. There will be no 5
th
 Tuesday meeting in December 

as our host church is closed that day. The Holiday 

Dinner will be our December meeting. Location is Miss 

Olivia’s Restaurant in Maryville. Members will be 

subsidized @ $10. 
 

The October meeting is the annual club auction.  Sales 

are at net, no commission to KPS. The USPS hand 

stamped form was made available. Bruce Roberts 

thanked members for their assistance with preparing 

stamps and collections for sale. APS has hired an 

executive director with no stamp collecting experience. 
 

Adjournment to the program at 7:20 pm. Program:  Bob 

Smith, “Selling Stamps on E-Bay and on Stamps2go. 

com.” 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

John Smartt, 
 

KPS Board Meeting – August 4, 2015 
 

The board of directors of the Knoxville Philatelic 

Society met at the Tennessee Valley Unitarian Church 

on Tuesday, August 4, 2015.  President Barbara 

Steverson presided. Minutes from the last meeting, 

previously published, were accepted without change.   
 

Discussion and announcements: Website - the 

discussion ranged from who should originate and 

maintain the site to content, e.g., should there be sales 

to members (and others) on the site?  Newsletters, 

stamp price lists, meeting announcements were other 

possibilities. Bob Smith proposed, accepted unani-

mously, that he, Dave Anderson, and Bruce Roberts 

constitute a committee to consider website next steps. 
 

No 5
th
 Tuesday meeting in December as the host church 

will be closed. The annual Holiday Dinner will be at 

Miss Olivia’s Restaurant in Maryville, quiet, private, 

$18.50 per person; KPS members subsidized $10 each. 
 

Adjournment at 6:30. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

John Smartt, secretary 
 

Upcoming Events 
If you have a program to give at a KPS meeting, let 

vice president and program chair, Dave Anderson, 

know. 
   September 1 – KPS monthly meeting – program TBA 

   September 12-13 – Blue Ridge Stamp Show, Asheville,  

                    NC 

   September 24 – John Sevier death 200
th
 anniversary at 

                    Marble Springs Historic Site, Knoxville    

   September 29 – KPS 5
th
 Tuesday meeting – swapping 

                   and buying! 

   October 6 – KPS monthly meeting – Stamp Collecting 

                    Month Live Auction 

   November 3 – KPS monthly meeting – program TBA 

 November 21 – KPS Saturday meeting – place TBA  

 December 1 – KPS annual Holiday Dinner – at Miss 

                   Olivia’s Table, 1108 W. Broadway, 

                   Maryville, TN 37801. 
 

Stamp of the Month 
This month’s stamp is a 2½ pence definitive of the 

United Kingdom, showing a cameo profile of King 

George VI. The stamp (Scott 284) is 

the third series, printed in vermillion, 

and was issued only a year before the 

king’s death. Thanks go to Pat Goebel 

for donating this month’s stamps. 

The Knoxville Philatelic Society meets at 7:00 pm 

on the 1
st
 and 5

th
 Tuesdays of each month at the 

Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church at 

2931 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919.    

Annual dues are $15.00. 
   

KPS Officers: 

    President          Barbara Steverson 

    Past President         Tom Ringenbach 

    Vice President         Dave Anderson 

    Treasurer         Thomas Lane 

    Secretary         John Smartt 

    Directors                  Mike Downs, Randy Haese, 

                                          Bob Smith, Dave Warfel 

APS Representative    Jim Pettway   

  & KPS communications     jbpettway@comcast.net 
 

Requests for information and submissions of 

articles and short notes of philatelic interest for the 

newsletter may be directed to Tom Broadhead, 

KPS, P.O. Box 50422, Knoxville, TN 37950-0422 

– or by e-mail to tomwb50@aol.com. 



 

 

 

A Picture Is Worth 1000 Words! 
By Tom Broadhead 

 

One of my lecture topics at the Southeast University 

Summer English Camp in Nanjing, China, was “A 

Picture is Worth 1000 Words.” This statement has 

been a part of American culture for almost 100 years, 

and the concept is even a little older. Yes, it even has 

its own Wikipedia page! 
 

I use this saying to emphasize how, in our image-

based society, a single image may bring to our minds 

a wealth of information that would take many words 

to adequately describe. Examples include corporate 

logos (I used those of the new Chinese corporation, 

Ali Baba, and the U.S. conglomerate, General 

Electric). We discussed the transfer of information 

from the many Harry Potter books to the images seen 

in films. 
 

This is also a great vehicle to discuss stamps and the 

images they portray! John Trumbull’s great depiction 

of the signing of our Declaration of Independence 

can be seen in the U.S. Capitol building, but we can 

each own a little bit of that picture with the U.S. 

bicentennial commemorative strip (Scott 1694a). 

 

 
 

 

Another example is the heroic painting of the 

leadership of the Communist Party of China at its 

1935 meeting at Zunyi. This marked the leadership of 

Mao Zedong, and three years ago, I had the 

opportunity to see the painting at the National 

Museum in Beijing. Earlier this year, a stamp was 

issued to commemorate the 80
th
 anniversary of that  

 

 

meeting, and now collectors can own an example of 

this historic image. 

 

 
 

Nanjing is a very historical city, having been the 

capital of China during the Six Dynasties period 

(220-589 Common Era), the early Ming Dynasty 

(1368-1421 CE) and again for the Republic of China 

in 1912, although it was effectively the capital of the 

country only from 1927-

1949. 
 

Dr. Sun Yat-Sen was the 

first president of China, 

who established the 

capital in Nanjing. He is 

one of the most cele-

brated persons on stamps 

of China from 1931 

through 1949 and has 

appeared also on stamps 

of the People’s Republic and of the United States 
 

One of my favorite experiences in Nanjing was our 

guided trip to Purple Mountain, which has the 

mausoleum and memorial to Dr. Sun. Our hosts from 

SEU graciously took all of our UT group of teachers 

and students to see this beautiful site. The fact that 
                                                          Continued on p. 4 
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Continued from p. 3 

super-typhoon Chan-hom had just made landfall not 

far to the east only meant that we had a breezy day 

with a little rain. Below are views looking up to the 

mausoleum and then from the top looking at the 

beautifully green, wooded city of Nanjing. The 1946 

airmail shows a view of the mausoleum looking 

toward the city. 

 

 
 

That same day, we were treated to a visit to the 

Nanjing Brocade museum, a UNESCO World 

Heritage site. The loom at left below is operated by 

two artists, and Nanjing brocade has been featured on 

stamps. 

    

 

Nanjing is a city of more than 7 million people, and 

is the ninth largest city in China. It is a beautiful 

blend of ancient traditions and modern technology. 

We spent an evening in the downtown area, visiting 

the Confucius Temple and seeing the sites, including 

the canal. In 2014, China and France issued a pair of 

joint-issued stamps showing Nanjing and Paris. The 

stamp below shows part of the canal and historic 

center of the city. 

 

 
 

Next time you take a trip, take some pictures of 

stamp-worthy places! 

 

Beauty is in the Eye of the Beholder! 
By Tom Broadhead 
 

Browsing through stamp lots 

on E-Bay, I came across the 

stamp shown here, with the 

lot title describing it as a 

“Beautiful Stamp.” It did not 

receive a bid at the $0.99 start 

price. Hmmmmm. I wonder 

why! 
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It’s Stamp Collecting Month! 
 

In the October 2012 issue of American Philatelist, then 

APS president, Wade Saadi, wrote about the origin and 

history of Stamp Collecting Month. This recognition 

goes back to 1981, as a joint effort of the USPS and the 

now defunct Council of Philatelic Organizations. It has 

continued since, and gives us each a special reason to 

add to our collections. 
 

I can’t imagine any club that offers more to its members 

than does KPS. Our Stamp Acquisition Committee of 

Bruce Roberts, Thomas Lane, and Bob Smith makes 

a couple of major buying trips to auctions each year. 

They break down large lots and offer thousands of 

individual stamps and covers to KPS members at a 

small fraction of catalog price. Stu Hanlein organizes 

the “nickel album” sales. APS representative, Jim 

Pettway, coordinates the club’s participation in the 

APS Circuit Sales program. Each month, we have 

circuit books with stamps to purchase from APS 

members all over the country in areas of specific KPS 

member collecting interests. 
 

KPS hosts two auctions each year. The live auction at 

our spring show, KnoxPex, attracts both collectors and 

dealers. Usually more than 200 lots are sold, and the 

club makes a small profit. This month, we have our 

annual Stamp Collecting Month auction at the monthly 

meeting. We are expecting more than 100 lots, and 

member sellers keep all the proceeds. 
 

What are your collecting plans for Stamp Collecting 

Month? Perhaps purchases from KPS or APS, or maybe 

purchases at auctions or stamp shows. In a forthcoming 

KPS News, I will showcase some of your new 

acquisitions. Send me by email – tomwb50@aol.com - 

a scanned image of one of your new acquisitions and a 

sentence or two, including a brief description and where 

you acquired the item. These will become the featured 

article – featuring you and your collecting interests!  
 

Tom Broadhead 

President’s Column 
 

What a month I have had. September came in on a note of 

cooler weather. I was in Russia, where it snows in 

October, so the weather had cooled considerably from 

here. It is a long flight to get half way around the world, 

about 19 hours with time changes thrown in. We arrived at 

the Moscow airport, which was less crowded than McGee 

Tyson. An hour later we were on our riverboat. The sights 

of the city are unbelievable. Red Square is smaller than I 

thought it would be, but GUMM department store is huge, 

occupying three city blocks. We saw the Kremlin (the 

word means fort, and every city has one). While we were 

there the Egyptian President came and laid a wreath on 

their tomb of unknown soldiers. His motorcade was just 

like our president’s with police, limos and more police. 
     

We left Moscow for St. Petersburg with 4 stops in-

between. The people of Russia are true artisans.  They are 

restoring all the churches that have been damaged or 

turned into other enterprises during the last 100 years. 

Icons, which are made of glass, 

are being restored to their original 

beauty using the same materials as 

they were originally made. The 

primary religion is Russian 

Orthodox, and churches do not 

have statues, rather icons (two 

dimensional representations of the 

saints and Jesus and Mary). Most 

are painted wood, but many are 

glass mosaics.   
 

St. Petersburg is wonderful and you could spend a long 

time there and not see it all. The Hermitage alone has 

more than 32 kilometers of hallways, and if you looked at 

everything in it for one minute you would spend 9 years to 

see it all. I went in thinking what was the big fuss about 

the Amber room and came out in total awe. 
   

Coming home was long and, even though we were going 

east to west, jet lag caught up to us. Many thanks to Dave 

and the gang for taking care of business. 
      

Barbara Steverson  

 News 

 
APS Chapter 1189-119261 

    
Southeast Federation 

of Stamp Clubs 
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Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting –  

September 1, 2015 
 

The Knoxville Philatelic Society met at the Tennessee 

Valley Unitarian Universalist Church on Tuesday, 

September 1, 2015 for the regular monthly meeting. 

There were 27 members in attendance.  Vice President 

Dave Anderson presided and welcomed back former 

members Nick Stone and Robert Barger, and new 

member Donald Czyzewski.  
 

Minutes from the August meeting were approved as 

published in the newsletter. Thomas Lane presented the 

Treasurer’s report.  At the end of July, 2015, the club 

had cash assets of $11,401.29.  Receipts for the month 

then ended were $2039.21, expenses were $3241.03. At 

the end of August 2015, the club had cash assets of 

$11,272.83. Receipts for the month were $4177.98, and 

expenses were $4306.50 The Treasurer’s reports were 

approved as presented. 
 

Business: The theme for KnoxPex 2016 was discussed. 

The only proposed idea was the centennial of the 

National Parks Service. The vote was unanimous to 

have that as our show theme. 
 

Announcements: Steve Stow mentioned that there will 

be a new national park, recognizing the Manhattan 

Project, with locations in Oak Ridge, Los Alamos NM, 

and Hanford WA. Members were reminded that there 

will be no 5
th
 Tuesday meeting in December as our host 

church is closed that day. The Holiday Dinner will be 

our December meeting. Location is Miss Olivia’s 

Restaurant in Maryville. The $18 cost will be subsidized 

by $10 for members attending. 

 

Tom Broadhead explained how to complete the 

electronic form for the October club auction.  Sales are 

at net, no commission to KPS. In addition to the auction 

lot form sent in the September newsletter, a form in MS 

Word format will be emailed to members. There is a 

limit of 10 lots offered for sale by each member. 
 

Adjournment to the program at 7:20 pm. Program:  

Dave Anderson, “Stamp Covers Flown in Space.” 

Dave showed many examples, including some that had 

been to the moon and discussed the rarity, value, and 

some interesting controversies. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tom Broadhead, acting secretary 

 

KPS Live Auction – October 6, 2015 
 

Our annual Stamp Collecting Month live auction is next 

week! Lot forms have been mailed and emailed to all 

members. We will set up beginning 

at 6:00 in our meeting room at the 

Unitarian Church. Your lots will be 

laid out as you bring them. The 

auction starts at 7:00. 
 

Bid early and often! Remember that 

all proceeds go to sellers. Who 

knows what surprises await? 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
If you have a program to give at a KPS meeting, let 

vice president and program chair, Dave Anderson, 

know. 
    

   October 6 – KPS monthly meeting – Stamp Collecting 

                    Month Live Auction 

   November 3 – KPS monthly meeting – program TBA 

 November 21 – KPS Saturday meeting – place TBA  

 December 1 – KPS annual Holiday Dinner – at Miss 

                   Olivia’s Table, 1108 W. Broadway, 

                   Maryville, TN 37801. 

  December 29 – remember – no 5
th

 Tuesday meeting. 

                   See you in the new year! 
 

Stamp of the Month 
This month’s stamp is a 20 kopek stamp of Russia 

(Scott 5876), issued in 1990 to commemorate the 150
th
 

anniversary of the Penny Black. It is a beautiful, 

stamp-on-stamp design – 

especially appropriate for 

Stamp Collecting Month. 

These stamps are from a 

lot purchased recently by 

the KPS Stamp Acquisi-

tion Committee.  

The Knoxville Philatelic Society meets at 7:00 pm 

on the 1
st
 and 5

th
 Tuesdays of each month at the 

Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church at 

2931 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919.    

Annual dues are $15.00. 
   

KPS Officers: 

    President          Barbara Steverson 

    Past President         Tom Ringenbach 

    Vice President         Dave Anderson 

    Treasurer         Thomas Lane 

    Secretary         John Smartt 

    Directors                  Mike Downs, Randy Haese, 

                                          Bob Smith, Dave Warfel 

APS Representative    Jim Pettway   

  & KPS communications     jbpettway@comcast.net 
 

Requests for information and submissions of 

articles and short notes of philatelic interest for the 

newsletter may be directed to Tom Broadhead, 

KPS, P.O. Box 50422, Knoxville, TN 37950-0422 

– or by e-mail to tomwb50@aol.com. 



 

 

 

A Salute to Stamp Collecting 
By Tom Broadhead 

 

I know that Rutherford, one of the world’s greatest 

scientists, did not intend this as a compliment to stamp 

collectors or to many other scientists. But, it is a 

recognition of our hobby, and a launching point for my 

discussion. One of the greatest things about philately, 

stamp collecting, or whatever you wish to call it, is that 

it is an inclusive hobby. Our hobbyists include the 

range of the ultra-serious to the casual, from those who 

study stamps and their production in detail to those who 

just like the joy of accumulation, from those who collect 

the classics to those who collect only new issues, from 

collectors of the postally used to collectors of only 

pristine never hinged, from the country specific to the 

multi-country topical, and the list goes on.  
 

So, let’s celebrate Stamp Collecting Month 2015 with a 

salute to collecting and collectors! From the earliest 

appearances of stamps 

in 1840, people have 

pursued their general 

interests in collecting 

and acquisition, and the 

appearance of stamps 

by more countries 

beginning in the 1840’s 

stoked a rapidly increasing trend that became a hobby. 
 

Stamp collectors have been shown in art, and I would 

love to own the painting below (artist unknown). 

Printed illustrations showing collecting as a family 

activity (next column at top) have appeared in the mid 

20
th
 century to promote the hobby. 

 

 

 
 

Many countries have issued stamps promoting stamp 

collecting, including India (1989) and Austria (1950), 

below. 

   
 

The U.S. has also promoted stamp collecting through 

its stamps, including the 1970 stamp below showing 

one of our first stamps. 

 
 

And then, there are famous collectors shown on 

stamps. The American Philatelic Society web page 

http://stamps.org/A-Hobby-for-Everyone has the 

quote that it has been called "the hobby of kings 

and the king of hobbies." Here are a few notable 

collectors shown on stamps related to stamps. 
                                                          Continued on p. 4 
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Continued from p. 3 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, our 32
nd

 president was a well 

known collector, and some of the stamps issued in 

imperforate formats and souvenir sheets in the 1930’s 

are often attributed to his interest and influence. The 

1947 airmail stamp of Monaco commemorates the 

100
th
 anniversary of U.S. postage stamps and shows 

FDR working on his collection. 

 
 

A large part of the British royal collection is 

attributed to the avid collecting by King George V. 

Gibraltar issued this stamp in 2010 as part of a set 

commemorating the centenary of his ascension to the 

British throne. 

 
 

King Farouk of Egypt was also an enthusiastic 

collector, and his portrait appears on the 1946 

semipostal commemorating the 80
th
 anniversary of 

Egyptian stamps. 

 

 

The Roosevelt and Farouk collections were sold after 

their deaths, and covers and stamps from those great 

collections still appear in sales and auctions. Maybe 

you have examples in your collection! 

 

Congratulations to Stu Hanlein, Our 

Precancel Expert 
 

KPS member and resident precancel stamp expert, 

Stu Hanlein, was featured in the August 2015 issue of 

The Precancel Forum, the journal of The Precancel 

Stamp Society. Below is the published photo of Stu 

and the accompanying text. 
 

“Stu Hanlein hales from Knoxville, Tennessee. He 

has been an active precancel collector for many 

years. In addition to being a collector, he has held 

leadership roles in the Capital Precancel Club and is 

the past president of the Knoxville Philatelic Society. 

In his spare time, along with Jim Estes, he organized 

the Tennessee Precancel Club. Stu has a bucket full 

of stamp stories which he will be glad to share with 

anyone at the drop of a hat.” 
 

“Over the past several months, Stu has contributed a 

number of articles to The Forum. Due to an 

oversight, his picture was not included in last 

month’s issue. Stu is shown below laughing at a good 

joke while going through Dave Smith’s vast stock to 

find more goodies for his many collections.” 
 

 
 

Find out more about precancelled stamps and The 

Precancel Stamp Society from Stu and other KPS 

precancel collectors, or at the society’s web page, 

http://www.precancels.com/.  

http://www.precancels.com/
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Manhattan Project National Historical 

Park – this Month! 
 

Our nation’s newest national park will become official 

on November 10, with signings in Washington, DC. A 

distinctive feature of the Manhattan Project National 

Historical Park is its locations – Hanford, Washington; 

Los Alamos, New Mexico; and right here in our own 

neighborhood at Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 
 

Oak Ridge is sponsoring two celebrations on November 

12, and the public is invited to both. A community 

celebration will take place in the auditorium at Oak 

Ridge High School at 2:00 pm, and the Oak Ridge 

Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring an event at 

Jackson Square at 4:00 pm. Oak Ridge City Manager 

Mark Watson hopes to have a community photo taken 

to re-create the photo by Ed Westcott, taken at the end 

of World War II. 
 

  
 

Find out more about the celebration at 

http://www.oakridgetn.gov. Will there be a cachet to 

commemorate this event? Remember, KnoxPex 2016 

will celebrate the centennial of the National Park 

Service. 
 

Tom Broadhead 

President’s Column 
 

The October auction was quite a success. There were 

only a few unsold items, but all in all it appeared things 

went well. So members now have money to spend on 

stamps that our committee has been putting in order for 

sale. I take my hat off to all those who have stepped up 

to help with this job. It is time consuming beyond 

imagination, and I know that we all appreciate it. 
   

Last month I told you about Russia. What I did not say 

is that I purchased two books of stamps, some of them 

mint, some of them used, they are quite interesting. I 

bought these books from two gentlemen who were 

selling outside the Hermitage. It was an inter-esting way 

to acquire 

stamps. I 

purchased a book 

of stamps in Viet 

Nam in a similar 

way, but that was 

in a small, musty 

shop. When you travel, it is somewhat hard to find post 

offices, and I imagine that visitors to the US feel the 

same way. We do not put them in outstanding places 

with huge signs advertising what they are. I hope to 

have new experiences by the time we next meet as I will 

(hopefully over jet lag) have just returned from Israel. 
   

Remember that the December meeting is at Miss 

Olivia’s Table in Maryville. The cost is $18, and KPS 

members will get $10 to apply to their meal. Family and 

guests will pay the full price)  We will again be having 

our gift swap, $5-$10 philatelic themed, but of course 

we all know a bottle of wine helps the long hours spent 

bent over our albums. 
 

Also remember that the KnoxPex 2016 theme is 

National Parks Centennial and Bob Smith and his 

committee can always use your help! 
      

Barbara Steverson  

 News 

 
APS Chapter 1189-119261 

    
Southeast Federation 

of Stamp Clubs 

http://www.oakridgetn.gov/


 

 

 

Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting –  

October 6, 2015 
 

The Knoxville Philatelic Society met at the Tennessee 

Valley Unitarian Universalist Church on Tuesday, 

September 1, 2015 for the regular monthly meeting. 

There were 30 members in attendance. There was no 

business meeting, and the program was the annual 

members’ live auction. Treasurer Thomas Lane reports 

that 12 members submitted 95 lots. Twenty-three buyers 

bid a total of $693.47 for 59 lots that sold, and there 

were a few post-auction private sales of unsold lots. 

Thanks go to Jim Pettway for photos of the evening 

event. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tom Broadhead, acting secretary 
 

 

Four tables of auction lots, including stamps, covers, and 

literature attracted the attention of eager bidders. 

 
Bidders held their cards high as 95 lots were covered in 

a little more than one hour. 
 

  
Tom Broadhead and Bruce Roberts (at left) were the 

auctioneers, and Dan Hubbard (right) managed the 

post-sale lots. 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
If you have a program to give at a KPS meeting, let 

vice president and program chair, Dave Anderson, 

know. 
    

  November 3 – KPS monthly meeting – program TBA 

 November 21 – KPS Saturday meeting – place TBA  

 December 1 – KPS annual Holiday Dinner – at Miss 

                  Olivia’s Table, 1108 W. Broadway, 

                    Maryville, TN 37801. Program – annual gift 

                  exchange. 

  December 29 – remember – no 5
th

 Tuesday meeting. 

                   See you in the new year! 
 

Stamp of the Month 
 

This month’s stamp is a 18 agirot stamp 

of Israel showing the coat of arms of 

Ramla, a city in central Israel (Scott 

389A). It was issued in 1970 as part of 

a series showing coats of arms of Israeli 

cities. These stamps are a gift from Pat 

Goebel.  

The Knoxville Philatelic Society meets at 7:00 pm 

on the 1
st
 and 5

th
 Tuesdays of each month at the 

Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church at 

2931 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919.    

Annual dues are $15.00. 
   

KPS Officers: 

    President          Barbara Steverson 

    Past President         Tom Ringenbach 

    Vice President         Dave Anderson 

    Treasurer         Thomas Lane 

    Secretary         John Smartt 

    Directors                  Mike Downs, Randy Haese, 

                                          Bob Smith, Dave Warfel 

APS Representative    Jim Pettway   

  & KPS communications     jbpettway@comcast.net 
 

Requests for information and submissions of 

articles and short notes of philatelic interest for the 

newsletter may be directed to Tom Broadhead, 

KPS, P.O. Box 50422, Knoxville, TN 37950-0422 

– or by e-mail to tomwb50@aol.com. 



 

 

 

America’s Most Popular Postage Stamps 
By Charlie Wade 

 

A question most philatelists get:  What are the favorite 

stamps in your collection? Ask this question to anyone 

and you will get a variety of answers and opinions all 

based on personal preference.  But what do philatelic 

“experts” think? 
 

Such an inquiry was made to dozens of respected 

collectors, dealers, historians, curators, designers, and 

other philatelists specializing in US stamps. As can be 

imagined, this exercise resulted in a very spirited and 

passionate discussion. In 2008 the results were 

published in a book, 100 Greatest American Stamps by 

Janet Klug (columnist and former APS president) and 

Donald Sundman (owner of Mystic Stamp Company). 

Following is an overview of the top American stamps 

according to the panel of experts. 
 

The Number One and Two voted stamps also happen to 

be the first US postage issued in 1847. Two national 

icons grace these first stamps: Benjamin Franklin on the 

5c (Scott 1, below left) and George Washington (Scott 2 

below right) on the 10c. Franklin very nearly lost out to 

Andrew Jackson for the honor of being on the first US 

stamp. The Postmaster General had originally proposed 

President Jackson for the 5c issue but the choice was 

ultimately changed to Franklin. This established a 

pattern of Franklin and Washington appearing on 

regular-issue postage stamps that went unbroken until 

almost 1870, when other subjects more frequently 

replaced these Founding Fathers as stamp subjects. 
 

  
 

Coming in at Number Three is the 24c Jenny Invert, 

(Scott C3a) known by 

collectors and non-

collectors as one of 

the world’s most-

recognized stamps. In 

printing in 1918, one 
sheet of 100 of a new 

bi-colored airmail 

stamp with an inverted 

center slipped by  

 

inspectors and was sold to the public. In addition to 

their rarity, many remarkable stories add to the rich lore 

of the legendary “upside-down airplane” stamp. 
 

To commemorate the 400
th

 anniversary of Columbus’s 

discovery of America, the US Postal Service issued a 16 

stamp set that illustrates Columbus’s voyage to the New 

World. This set was the first commemorative stamps 

issued and, as such, were not without critics.  Busines-

ses complained about the large size and collectors la-

mented the high cost to purchase an  entire  set.  The $5 
 

 
 

black Columbian (Scott 245), which is ranked Number 

Four in the survey, features a cameo portrait of 

Columbus within a coin-like circle. 
 

In 1869 the U. S. Post Office Department launched a 

new series of regular-issue stamps, but these stamps 

came under attack for their radically difference 

appearance. They were square, rather than rectangular, 

and some denominations were printed in two colors, a 

first for the United States. Only three of the stamps bore 

portraits, which had been the mainstay of US stamps for 

18 years. The remaining seven were pictorial:  different 

and therefore unpopular. Two of this set were ranked in 

the “Top Ten” survey: the 90c carmine and black 

Abraham Lincoln (Scott 132, below left) at Number 

Five and the red and blue 30c Shield, Eagle, and Flag 

(Scott 131, below right) which was rated as Number 

Seven. 
 

 
 

Held in Omaha, Nebraska in 1898, the Trans-

Mississippi Exposition showcased social, economic and 
                                                                            Continued on p. 4. 



 

 

 

This month’s KPS Meeting – Tuesday, November 3 
 

Continued from p. 3 
 

industrial resources of the American West. The expo-

sition’s commemorative series contributed two stamps 

to this most popular listing. The $1 “Western Cattle in 

Storm” stamp (Scott 292 – Number Six) is widely con-

sidered to be one of beautiful ever issued. 
 

 
 

The $2 denomination (Scott 293) pictures the Eads 

Bridge and is Number Eight in this ranking. An 

engineering marvel of its time, the bridge was, at 

construction, the longest arch bridge in the world. Not 

only do these stamps have visual appeal they are also 

scarce. After only four months the unsold Trans-

Mississippi stamps were destroyed. With only about 

57,000 of each of these two stamps printed (and many 

ultimately destroyed) the stamps are very scarce today. 

 
 

The highest denomination, but also the most common, 

on the list is the 

$5 ”America” 

(Scott 573) of 

the 1922 de-

finitive series 

which was voted 

Number Nine. It 

is the only 20
th

 

century stamp in 
the Top 10. The 

“America” is es- 

pecially dramatic in shades of carmine and blue. 

 

 
 

This stamp is based on the Statue of Freedom, which 

stands atop the U.S. Capitol. The Statue of Freedom is 

also featured on the 1895 1c Newspaper and Periodical 

stamp (Scott PR102). 
 

Aside from the Inverted Jenny, the most costly stamp 

for collectors to ac-

quire is probably the 

90c blue Washing-

ton issue of 1860 

(Scott 39). Ranked 

Number Ten in this 

survey, only 25,000 

of this stamp were 

printed. This deno-

mination satisfied  

the rate of 20c per 

half ounce for letters 

and packages sent 

more than 2,500 

miles to foreign 

countries. When issued just prior to the start of the Civil 

War it was the highest denomination US stamp to date. 

This denomination was the equivalent of about $150 

today so demand was projected to be low and relatively 

few were printed. Due to their short period of use, 

genuine used copies of the stamp are much rarer than 

those in mint condition. 
 

Specializing in US postage, I have been fortunate 

enough to have acquired nine of these “Top Ten” for 

my collection. As can well be expected, the missing 

item is the “Inverted Jenny.” These nine were displayed 

at KnoxPex a few years ago in my exhibit “United 

States 19
th
 and Early 20

th
 Century Postage Issues: The 

Crown Jewels of a US Collection.” 
 

Are these my favorite stamps? Not necessarily; these 

are the tops according to a panel of “experts.” Favorite 

stamps are a matter of personal preference not expert 

opinions. What would you consider to be the favorite 

stamps or covers in your collection? 

 

What Did You Acquire During Stamp 

Collecting Month? 
 

Next month’s KPS News will feature pictures and 

stories of your new collecting acquisitions. Send me a 

scanned image (jpeg preferred) and 2-3 sentences – 

tomwb50@aol.com. Share your collecting interests 

with the rest of us! 

 

mailto:tomwb50@aol.com
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Make Your Plans for 2016! 
 

Next year will be a banner one for stamp shows. 

Beginning in January, the APS winter show, 

AmeriStamp Expo will be held jointly with 

Southeastern Stamp Expo in Atlanta on January 29-31. 

Whether you decide to go for the full show or make a 

day trip, don’t miss this great opportunity. 
 

  
 

Then, save your stamp dollars for our own club show, 

KnoxPEx 2016, celebrating the 100
th
 anniversary of the 

National Park Service on March 5-6. We have a great 

group of dealers and will have our usual live auction on 

Saturday evening. 
 

The first half of the year ends with a 

blast! World Stamp Show NY2016 

will take place for seven days from 

May 28-June 4. Last month’s 

newsletter cachet promoted this event 

and was mailed with one of the 

advance commemorative stamps. 

Several KPS members are making 

plans to attend. 
 

And, don’t forget, there will be many 

more local shows and the APS fall 

Stamp Show in August. What a great year to be a 

philatelist! 
 

Tom Broadhead 

President’s Column 
 

A few reminders while fresh on my mind. We make 

donations to APS yearly and have done so again this 

year, in addition to donations in memory of members 

Tom Lowe, Jo Large, and Shari Bukowski, who have 

passed on. We have added two more Saturday meetings 

to our 2016 calendar. These are not business meetings, 

but rather opportunities to purchase more stamps from 

the club stock. 
 

We have a web page, and several members are working 

on updating it. Thanks to Ralph Dinwiddie for cre-

ating the original. It is important that we have long 

time members to keep track of what we have and are 

about. No one member can remember all the important 

aspects of this Society; all of us need to keep imparting 

our history to new members. I rely so heavily on many 

people to keep me informed. I am so proud to be a 

member of this organization; so many people (now 

friends) have stepped up and helped me these two years. 

It is getting to be that time of the year where we look to 

the future, and we will be looking for new officers in 

the next few months. Please consider taking on the 

mantel of an office. 
 

What other organization 

can you pay dues of $15, 

reduced to $12 for early 

payment and receive a 

rebate of $10 toward your 

Holiday Party?  NONE!!!! 

THANK YOU to all who 

have helped so much that 

so many of us may bene-

fit. 
  

It’s the Christmas season, 

Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, or whatever helps you find peace, 

and I wish you all the very best.   
      

Barbara Steverson  

 News 
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Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting –  

November 3, 2015 
 

The Knoxville Philatelic Society met at the Tennessee 

Valley Unitarian Universalist Church on Tuesday, 

November 3, 2015 for the regular monthly meeting. 

There were 35 members in attendance. President 

Barbara Steverson brought the meeting to order at 

7:00. Treasurer Thomas Lane’s treasurer’s report 

showed cash assets of $11,007.05 at the end of October. 

Receipts for the month were $3,825.38 and expenses 

were $3,028.08, which included transfer of $2,500 to 

the savings account. 
 

Members were reminded that there will be no 5
th
 

Tuesday meeting in December. The yearend Holiday 

Dinner will be at 6pm, at Miss Olivia’s Table in 

Maryville (see calendar for location). Members 

attending will each receive $10 toward the cost of 

dinner ($18.50). Bring a gift to exchange – philatelic or 

non-philatelic – in our swap. 
 

Tom Ringenbach asked for indications of planned 

exhibits for KnoxPEx 2016. Tom Broadhead asked for 

short notes about Stamp Collecting Month acquisitions 

for the December newsletter. 
 

In New Business, nomination by the club of APS 

officers was approved. A 20% discount on annual dues 

for early payment was approved (renewal form included 

in this newsletter). The proposal to increase the number 

of Saturday meetings from four a year to six was 

approved (the 2016 KPS calendar is included in this 

newsletter).  

Jim Pettway proposed the following donations to 

philatelic organizations, and all were approved: $175 

American Philatelic Association, $100 APS Stamps 

Teach program, $100 American Topical Society. 

Proposed new By-Laws will be discussed at the January 

meeting. Dave Anderson has volunteered to help 

maintain the KPS web site – http://knoxstamps.com.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Judy Czyzewski, interim secretary 
 

Are You Getting Ready for KnoxPEx? 
 

Publicity has begun, with listings in the American 

Philatelic Society web site and soon in Linn’s Stamp 

News. Show Chair Bob Smith is looking for volun- 

teers already to help guarantee a smooth-running show. 

Check with Bob at KPS meetings to see how you can 

help. And, don’t forget the live auction on Saturday, 

March 5. Anyone can bid and buy, but only KPS 

members and KnoxPEx dealers can sell lots in the 

auction. Start getting your lots together! 
 

Upcoming Events 
If you have a program to give at a KPS meeting, let 

vice president and program chair, Dave Anderson, 

know. 
 

Jim Pettway’s calendar for the year (enclosed) 

promises a philatelically-rich 2016, with 5
th
 Tuesdays, 

Saturday meetings, and much more. 
 

 December 1 – KPS annual Holiday Dinner – 6:00 pm, at 

                  Miss Olivia’s Table, 1108 W. Broadway, 

                    Maryville, TN 37801. Program – annual gift 

                  exchange. 

 January 5 – KPS monthly meeting – program –  

                  “Shopping for Stamps in Paris and London,” 

                 by Tom Broadhead. 

  January 29-31 – AmeriStamp/Southeastern Stamp 

                 Expo, Downtown Hilton Atlanta, 255 

                 Courtland St. 
 

Stamp of the Month 
 

This month’s stamp is the 2015 

Elvis Presley forever issue, 

imperforate (Scott 5009a). Stu 

Hanlein acquired uncut press 

sheets from the USPS and 

carefully cut the singles. KPS 

covered the cost. On the 

rouletted stamps, there is a 

narrow piece of paper separating 

stamps on all sides, which makes 

cutting out the imperforate 

examples easy! 

The Knoxville Philatelic Society meets at 7:00 pm 

on the 1
st
 and 5

th
 Tuesdays of each month at the 

Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church at 

2931 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919.    

Annual dues are $15.00. 
   

KPS Officers: 

    President          Barbara Steverson 

    Past President         Tom Ringenbach 

    Vice President         Dave Anderson 

    Treasurer         Thomas Lane 

    Secretary         John Smartt 

    Directors                  Mike Downs, Randy Haese, 

                                          Bob Smith, Dave Warfel 

APS Representative    Jim Pettway   

  & KPS communications     jbpettway@comcast.net 
 

Requests for information and submissions of 

articles and short notes of philatelic interest for the 

newsletter may be directed to Tom Broadhead, 

KPS, P.O. Box 50422, Knoxville, TN 37950-0422 

– or by e-mail to tomwb50@aol.com. 

http://knoxstamps.com/


 

 

 

What Did You Acquire During Stamp Collecting Month? 
By KPS Members 

 

I was very excited to acquire this Franklin 1c on 

cover. I have been 

diving into the 1851-

1857 Franklin 

design, drawn by the 

numerous nuances of 

variety and plating. It 

shows the complete 

lower ornaments that 

define Type I and a 

centerline on the left. 

I believe it is the 

Plate and Position 61 

R12. Luke Wilder  
 

In October I won a Delcampe auction for a 1960 

USSR illustrated envelope depicting Latvian Folk 

Dancers. It is part of the 1960 series showing the folk 

dancers of 12 of the 15 republics (Muslim republics 

do not have men and women dancing together). It 

appears that about every three years, the USSR would 

issue a series of fifteen stationery items with a com-

mon theme pertaining to each republic, such as musi-

cal instruments, republic flags and anniversaries. I 

collect the envelopes in the series that are related to 

the Baltic States. Dave Warfel 

 
 

Stamps and covers cancelled at small Caribbean 

village post offices in the early 20
th
 century are hard 

to find, and may be 

worth several times 

the catalog value of 

the stamp.  Pictured 

here is a common ½ 

pence stamp (Scott  

52) cancelled in 1923 

at Cayon as shown by 

the distinctive CA in  

 

the circular date stamp. Cayon is a town on the island 

of St. Kitts and had about 1000 people in the 1920’s. 

Its post office opened in 1887 and is still in operation, 

but this cancel was only used between 1900 and 

1930. I was fortunate to find this stamp at the 

Indypex stamp show. Gerald Schroedl 
 

A few months ago I started a new collection of 1938 

Prexie series postal history, in other words, on cover.  

This is a cover franked with the 15c Buchanan and 

20c Clipper airmail stamp.  It was mailed from Wake 

Island and was transported on Pan American's Trans-

Pacific Clipper Service.  The cachet was applied by 

PAA.   This may be the best item in my young 

collection. Tom Ringenbach 
 

 
 

An item brought to my attention by Bruce Roberts 

was a group of several sheets of a US BUREAU Print 

Catalog listed error. This error is in the lower right 

side of the 1 1/2 cent Martha Washington Prexy 

(Scott 805b) panes, precancelled by a standard 

Bureau print Saint Louis, MO.  The perforations are 

missing between the first and second columns of 

stamps from the right side of the panes 

(photographically cropped here to show the lower 

right corner pair). A block of 4 and pair are reported 

in the Precancel Stamp Society BUREAU Catalog. I 

don't know how many sheets exist, and they are not 

listed as such in the catalog, but I will submit this 

find to the keepers of the catalog. Stu Hanlein 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

This month’s KPS Meeting – Tuesday, December 1 
 

 

KPS – 100 Members and Growing 
By Jim Pettway 

 

Recently the Knoxville Philatelic Society member-

ship reached 100!  That’s something to celebrate 

folks!!  Bruce Roberts noted that the last time the 

KPS membership was 100 or more was in 1988 when 

the rolls topped out at 110. I commented earlier in the 

year that we could see 100 members by the end of 

2015 and here we are at 100 – 23 of them new this 

year. Now we must at least maintain this number, but 

better yet let’s make it grow.   
 

Your first opportunity in maintaining 100 members in 

2016 comes this month when you renew your 

membership in the KPS. Enclosed is a 2016 KPS 

Membership Early Renewal Form. Fill in all blanks 

on the form, stick a check in the envelope and return 

to the KPS - NOT LATER THAN December 31 to 

save a few bucks and continue your membership.  

And surely, use a U.S. postage stamp if mailing.   
 

Second, talk up the KPS when you go to stamp shows 

or in day-to-day conversation with prospective 

members. Sign up a collector. Tell of the many 

benefits of the KPS including the huge club stamp 

inventory that ONLY members can purchase, at just a 

small percentage of Scott catalogue value. How about 

the APS Sales circuit books and the Nickel Stamps?  

Stamp related programs throughout the year give 

members the floor to show off their collecting inter-

ests. Then there is KnoxPEx each year sponsored by 

the KPS.  Here you can purchase stamps, covers and 

supplies for your hobby, exhibit your collection, and 

participate in the always exciting live auction. And 

the list goes on and on. Talk it up out there! 
 

This past meeting we had more than 30 attending.  

The club must be doing something right to draw such 

a group together for a couple of hours. One person 

asked me, “When do we have to leave?” He was so 

involved hunting for stamps that he didn’t want to go.  

I love it!! With about 20 meetings scheduled on the 

calendar where you can “play” with philatelic 

material in the coming year, you can surely find a 

few dates to fit your schedule in 2016. 
 

So fill out that renewal membership form right now, 

write the $12.00 check, and mail it tomorrow.  Let’s 

see the KPS top its best in 2016 with more than 110 

members.  Support the KPS and stamp collecting.  

Stamp Collecting is FUN. 

 

Stamp Acquisition Committee 2015! 
By Bruce Roberts 

 

In 2009 the KPS spent some of its funds to purchase 

stamps in bulk and resell them to members at low cost 

relative to the market. At the time the club had about 40 

members and $5,000 in the bank. Now, after nearly 6 

years, the results have been pretty remarkable. We now 

have 100 members and stamps, stamps, stamps! 
  

We started 2015 at Southeast Stamp Expo in Atlanta, 

purchasing collections from a dealer at absurdly low 

prices. We spent $340 and got close to $5,000 catalog in 

foreign. In February Tom Broadhead and I travelled to 

Morristown to handle the estate of former club member 

Tom Lowe. The club purchased a portion and Tom’s 

postal history collection was auctioned. In March we 

spent nearly $10,000 at the Regency Auction in St. 

Louis. Mike Downs and I drove to Dandridge and 

purchased $1,500 from the estate of former club 

member, Shari Bukowski.  
 

In June Mike Downs, Bob Smith, and I spent 14 hours 

going through the disorganized accumulation of an 

estate and purchased the foreign. We are a long way 

from getting all of it into inventory and have already 

mounted over $40,000 catalog from this purchase. In 

August, Bob Smith and I went to Chicago to purchase 

lots made from a 60-year retail stamp business. We 

were not very successful but got a good education about 

what it is like to face live internet bidding. The next 

week Bob, Thomas Lane and I travelled to the APS 

show in Grand Rapids, Michigan and had the most 

successful bidding foray I have had since the middle 

1990’s. We are still working through all the stamps and 

have already mounted our purchase price 4 times over. 

Recently we purchased a small $100 estate here in 

town. 
 

Thomas Lane estimated that we sold about $26,000 

worth of stamps through October and spent close to the 

same amount. As of November 16 we had the following 

stamps in our red and white boxes and souvenir sheet 

albums, not including thousands of stamps still to be 

mounted for sale and $13,000 in the bank! 
 

US: Scott Catalog value $72,290; KPS net prices: 

$16,410  

Foreign: Scott Catalog value $119,864; KPS net prices: 

$21,070  
 

The committee has expanded and a big thanks goes to 
Bob Smith, Thomas Lane, Mike and Carolyn Downs, 

Bob Ceo, Lori Williams, John Smartt, Stu Hanlein, 

Dick Odum, Steve Stowe, Ray Simko, Tom 

Ringenbach, and Tom Broadhead.  


	01-2015
	02-2015
	03-2015
	04-2015
	05-2015
	06-2015
	07-2015
	08-2015
	09-2015
	10-2015
	11-2015
	12-2015

